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Truth 1s Truth
Editorialt David Burge

Around the that truth is truth no matter how one
middle of thinks or feels about it. | have many
November | was friends who take comfort in the
diagnosedwith a FIF O0 ¢ GKI G GKSe@& |
Acute immediately to heaven if and when
Lymphoblastic they die. They wonder if Conditional
Leukemia (ALL). Immortality takes away from the

This explains why the December isSUK NRA &8 G A y Qa O2Y T 21
of From Death to Life is only now death.

being published in January. Medicallyy my experience the answer is no!
speaking the prognosis is very pooragain, truth is truth no matter how
6dzi L LINBFSNI 02 gn@febizabod i, buD Rdge foliRdl
2ZRRa¢® L KI @3S f 2dikhjd and ColdorbinytiedrulyLINI
for me who want to stay informed asBiblical hope of a resurrection to

to my progress. My wife set up a blagernal life in the kingdom of God

for this purpose 6KSYy WSadza O2YSa |
(http://davidburge.wordpress.com/).K S| @Sy ¢ gKSy L a2
hyS LIR&0G L 6 NEB U Stomrhath hepefidhdIp hySamly o ¢
Ten Thlpg’\S to be Thankful For Wltl”] would b? a source of endless
I'YOSNE® ! Y2y 3 Ufgration tdinfe AT shy as T b
which | was thankful were: heard some preachers say to young
10. | am saving money on haircuts; children, that Jesus wanted Daddy in

9. | am saving money on shampoo heaven, more than you want him
and conditioner:; here on earth, seems likely to put

8. It takes no time at all to shave in P€ople off faith in God. Better to
the mornings; have our children, no matter how

= A © 2 z
Td L OFy Syzz2@ Yo 3/5@
to worry about my cholesterol ... and Ioo towardah tgreat reu ion

hen Jesus comes again.
| did a little bit of a thought W " gal

experiment. Hard to do for someoneD:SttL:nﬁgxoonngh?;;{:t:b';ﬂ Ttt;no
that believes as passionately as | dd"
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This I1s My Story Part 1

Tom Bennett

The Parable of the Prodigal Son in |
Luke 15 was spoken by Jesus and
directed at the Pharisees and
teachers of the law. Jesus told it to
them, along with the parable of the
lost coin and the lost sheep, in
response to the Pharisees muttering

course we know that these parables : =
were like carefully aimed arrows | was brought up in Dunedin, New
intended to pierce the hardened %St f F YRE WE¢KS 9RA\
hearts of the Pharisees to bring thefn 2 dzii K Q ® ae RIR gt
to an understanding of the heart of England (C of E), my mother Catholic.
God and His desire to seek the lostL QY G Ky 1 Fdzf F2NJ
sinner. If any of those Pharisees arfef my parents, particularly my

teachers had been really listening | mother who loves God sincerely and
think they would have also who insisted that as a family we

understood that Jesus was talking attend Catholic schools and Church.

about themselves. The Pharisees Unfortunately the Catholic Church
were the sheep left in the field whileoften gets a bit of a beat up among
the shepherd searched for the lost Pprotestant churches for not really
sheep, the sinner; they were the 9 being Christian. My thought is that in
coins kept in the purse; they were tH8€e same way the Jewish faith
brother who stayed at home and  became corrupted by the sin of man
complained about the grace of the SO t00 has the Christian Church.
father towards the lost son. The lost was one of those Catholics who
sheep, the lost coin, the lost son, called themselves a Christian, merely
GKIF0Qa YSo® LQY amxailse of the/séciallabel stathped & .
relate to this as | do. Thisisthe on me by my heritage. | have a copy
testimony of a son who was once lost the Good News New Testament
and now by the grace of God has that was given to me at school but
been found. never read it. | knew something of a



G/ KNRAGALF Y Y2NJI fcoiedshy sins,d wals dektiied forO &
taught to love and serve and give athe good place. As I reflect on this |

per the instructions of Jesus and Higan see a very strong comparison to
Apostles) but | had no motive to kegpe culture of the Jews. | can hear all
to that code in a society that is you Protestants out there (Of which |
predominantly selserving. Inthe 'Y y 24 2yS0X a¢KI |
right context (at church orinthe  Church, hard hearted like the

presence of dignitaries, ladies)the t KI NAaSSa | YR (S
moral code was applied, however myowever, this | fear, is the testimony
heart sought after another life, one of many in the Mainstream Christian

of self indulgence, but not so self Church.

indulgent that | would doom myself Christianity to me (as | understood it)
to Hell. My Catholic upbringing  was no more than religion, (a
taught me that the choice was eithephilosophy for living), and ritualism,
live a good life and go to a good  an extension of the social
place, or live a bad life and go to heBnvironment in which | was raised.
Translated this last sentence meant| oking back | see that my belief was
| continued to go to CthCh and  firmly rooted in a lie that had been
o .‘ 's'i : infused into me from the Society in

N "f“n'! '3 1. which | lived. | subconsciously
believed that | was going to live
forever and that my eternal destiny
was a matter of choice. The good
choice was a matter of not going off
0KS NI}Af&a (G22 YdzOf
NBEO2 NRSR AY DsySa)
ddzNBfeé& RASES KIFR
me that it had on Eve and then
Adam.

As a teenager and a young man |
became increasingly lost to sin and

! selfA Yy Rdzf 3Sy OSs L R?2
» ARl the details with you because it is not
the sin that brings glory to God but

the covering for that sin, His Son,
Jesus.
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sheep in the field, a lost coin, a lost

L son.

| remember waking one Sunday
morning in late summer of 1987 to

* the distant ringing of Church bells
. 60C¢KI 0Qa CSo NHzZ NEB

Hemisphere). The sun was shining
and those bells called me. It had

| been along time since | had been to

a church service, except for the
occasional festive service. | had
stopped going in my last years of high
school, 7 or 8 years earlier. Yes | had
0S02YS | &/ 27F 9¢
Easter) Christian. Those bells called
me that morning or it was God by His
Spirit gently prodding my heart to
come home. | went to church that
morning, met with my mother, had

At the age of 24 years, after having lunch with my mother and fath_er and
finished University, | was far away fépat afternoon had a debate with
God. | had no job, my friends had afhem about the church and my

left town, | was flatting with strangerBosition was that the whole thing
and was in a lonely place, often quit¢as a load of rubbish and ritualistic
depressed. Attimes | felt haunted By U O X @ L Oly ass
the presence of dark shadows in thevrestling with the lies that were

night, shadows that lurked in the
corner of my room, that sat in the
rear of my car, or followed me into
the house at night leaving me cold
and afraid. | was lost, living in the
darkness of a selfentred life. |

thought about God often, sometime:

| even prayed for his protection fro
those dark shadows. | was a lost

/

)



imbedded in my mind, the 1 f K2dzAK L RARYQI
conversation (argument with my  what | read, that day the course was

parents) ended in a discussion abo
something that | thought was in the
book of Revelation somewhere. | c3
thank my Mum that day for giving m®
a Bible to take home and find what I8
was looking for. Unbeknown to me
what | was looking for was the truth.
In my sin filled mind | thought | had
good grasp on the truth, however, i
what | knew was my own truth,and& SG FT2NJ G KA & GKSyY

know now was filled withliesand A YY2 NI f &2dz Q 0Sf

half truths and deceptions. What | |n November 1987 | decided to leave
had in my mind bore little Dunedin, | was still very lost and
NEaSYoflyOS 02 Dddfued. | wasbaadih§for Austaffal
night | opened my Bible to the book| had an old Morris Minor Car, A beat
of Revelation and read it through. lup old thing. My master plan was to
never did find the verse that | was travel to Auckland (About 2000 km
looking for to answer my argument North at the other end of the

against my parents, but it was the country) sell my car (Aucklanders
beginning of a journey to find the  were buying these cars as collectors

truth. | believe that | was truly items) and go to Australia to make
blessed that day by reading those my fortune. | left Dunedin on the
words in Revelation. 17" of November 1987.

wWSGSt I GA2Y ™M @S NBnShe way Mpdardi@dké dofun i S &
is the one who reads the words of Christchurch (About 500km from

this prophecy, and blessed are thospunedin). | had to borrow money to
who hear it and take to heart what isepair it. During my time waiting in
written in it, because the time is  Christchurch | caught up with some

Y S| N¥pe ObLz%U friends who had shifted there and

The book of Revelation speaksof f SG Qa &alé& (KS &St 1
Gf ATSE F2NJ (K2 a Sleftank eeling laiity dbgut my KA &
2PSND2YSNAZ | YR anRussduie Kbbut Wh¢rl was going
GRSAGNIzZO0G A2y ¢é T2théendydie.S 6K2 | NB Yy
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After leaving Christchurch | arrived irelationship with me and my heart
Picton for a night. | had to catch a was ready to hear this truth. On the
ferry between the South and North 29" of December among my sisters
Islands of New Zealand. Picton is th€éharismatic prayer group | committed
site of the South Island Ferry my life to God and accepted Jesus as
Terminal. That evening, as | lay alotiee Saviour of my life. | once was lost
in my two man tent at the Picton  but now | was found. | guess there
camping Ground, I tried to tune my was celebration in heaven when |

car radio to one of the radio stationscame to faith. This was the beginning
with which | was familiar. The only of my walk with Him: a walk that has
station | could get was a then small brought me much joy and comfort
Christian Radio station, know as  and removed much of the internal
Radio Rhema. The music and conflict, and flushed away those dark
conversation kept prodding me to shadowsA

reflect on my life and its meaning. £ -
| moved further North once again m\ i ;
car broke down, near the timber
logging town of Tokoroa which is
about a 1 and a half hours drive
South of Hamilton where | now live. =
limped my car to Hamilton. | had to g
drive with the windows down to let B
the smoke out from the engine (it
had blown a piston and was running
on three cylinders). Once in Hamilto
| stayed with my oldest sister, Marie;Tom Bennett, his wife Glenyss and
while | worked to earn money to fix four children: Maddison, Sam,

my car and continue my journey to Georgia and Holly live in Hamilton
nowhere. New Zealand. Tom and Glenyss are
My sister had become a Christian imambers of the Hamilton Church of
Catholic Charismatic Renewal groughrist (Life and Advent) where they
It was my sister who shared with mesupervise the Sunday School

about the living Christ Jesus (Not therogram. Tom is a pharmacist and
dead one | had seen on all the runs two pharmacies in Hamilton.
crosses of my youth). Jesus wanted a




Resurrection Revealed

Part 12 Beryl Ching
The Resurrection in ActsPart 1

General Resurrection B } '

Though earlier chapters of Acts do
not speak of Paul talking about the
General Resurrection, (though he
YIRS YdzOK 2F / KN
his speech to the philosophers on
alNEQ | Aff =X AyOfiRE
that judgement is ordained through
GUKI O YIyeées 2F &
GKS KFIGK NYXAaSR §
Obviously, that judgement could not -
come about unless men were raise (e
from the dead, so the general

resurrection is inferred here (Acts

[ @=-N

T« D¢

17:31). this, any Pharisees there did so

In his defence before Felix, Paul  (Ac.23:8).

stated that he believed all the thingsagain, in Acts 26, when Paul defends
which were written in the law and  hjmgelf before Festus, King Agrippa
the prophets, and went on 1o say. and Bernige, knowing that Kin 3
61 YR KE@S K2 LI G ZgfiphdHEcbsoni Ribwleddeoriia K
they themselves also allow, that  jewish Scriptures and customs, he
there shall be a resurrectionofthe 3 | A RS &L A1 VR |y

dead, both of the just and hope of the promise made of God

dzy 2dza i ®e o! OPHN Ydhﬁ@z MD P £ % & R
Insisting that what he preached wasinat he was referring to the promise
only what was found inthe Old  of 4 coming Messiah. However, he
Testament Scriptures, and thoughtheo § 3 2y (2 |j dzS &G A

Sadducees present might not belieVige thought a thing incredible with
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@2dz 0KIFG D2R &K 2rdsurrectiohfs)iafdiowii KS RS |
Acts 26:6, 8. Obviously he is statingTwo incidents of resurrection are

that the hope included the raising ofrecorded in the book of Acts. When
the dead, in this case, the raising ofPeter was in Lydda, the Christians in
Jesus of Nazareth. Further, in v.22 fiypa sent to inform him that a well
emphasises that he was teaching  |oved woman had died. She was one
nothing different than what was in _who was very forward in good works,
U0KS LINELKSUa Y Rnelpidg@léiie widows did childrenk N.
should suffer, and that he should beHer name was Tabitha or Dorcas.

the first that should rise from the  peter responded to their call, sent all
RSFR ®dde b20US & fdmlbut Bfthe Mol pragied, bk
of the resurrection of Christ as be'n%poke to the corpse, saying

taught in the Old Testament, butalsg ¢ | g & KI5 |

V4

= 4 4 4 P ~ - ' N‘y\ é' S q)’é
z:il-)\R (VXUKl'leKS aKe%e%Z'énBsaE .I—Iéﬁn@xhé{rﬁy%“
akKzdzZ R NAasS FNEB YhgiyKealledRe vddsimg chti&igdas,

Inferring that the Scriptures Spoke  anq delivered her to them. (Ac.9:36
y2i 2yte 2F (KS @gSaarl KQa
resurrection, but of other

|

When Paul was returning to

Jerusalem from his third missionary
journey, he stopped at Troas. A
young man, Eutychus, was sitting in a
GAYR2g ftAAGSYAY3T |
oration. Overcome by the heat from
the gathered crowd and the many
lamps, he fell asleep, dropped out of
the thirdd G 2 NB& GAYR265>
G 1Sy dzLJ RSI R®E t
1 embraced him, and delivered him

| alive to the gathering (Ac.20:10).

However, these again were only
temporary resurrections, as these
people will have again died in the
ordinary order of life and death.




Resurrection of Christ 2:24). Inv. 27 he then_goes_on to
In the very first chapter of Acts, we duote the Psalm of David which we
see the importance which the have alre_zady mentioned above gnder
apostles placed on the resurrection the Poetical books, (Ps. 1614) with

of Christ, when they insisted that ongarticular emphasis on the fact that

of the qualifications for the man to He was notleftin hell, nor saw
replace the dead Judas of Iscariot COTuption. Peter is careful to point
6l a ad2 0S8 I ¢ A GQpEeNs hegrergthat Dpyd, whe
NB 3 dZNNB OG A2y ¢ WPRIheLspm, was both dead and

In the various sermons recorded in buried and t_hey knew where his
Acts, the resurrection of Christis 9"ave Was right up to that day, (v. 29).

emphasised. On the Day of So David could not possibly have

Pentecost, after accusing the Jews gFSN referring to himself. Who then,
’ J s he referring to? The Messiah,

having delivered up Jesus of Nazare!]
to death (by the counsel and who was none ot_her than Jesus of
foreknowledge of God), Peter goes Nazareth, now raised from the dead

on to declare that God had raised by God (wv. 3032).

| AY dzLJ aKI @Ay 3 tlpoenexpehapierdetenang Jogn, o
death: because it was not possible N the name of Jesus_Chrlst, ehable
GKFG KS &K2dA R olaednan Igmg {fomdDigh tgwplg ¢

T mwm  The crowds come together, and Peter
b addresses them, telling them firmly
that this has been done, not in their
own power, but in the name of the

Son of God, Jesus, the Prince of life,
whom they had delivered up to

t At 0SS YR 6K2Y
from the dead; whereof we are
gAlySaasSaodeg o! Oda
his sermon with a further reference

02 GKS NBAdINNBOIUA :
you first God, having raised up his
{2y WSadzaAPPPE 00D
pointing out, was to give them the
opportunity to turn away from their
sins.
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The complaint the Sadducees had Beryl Ching, spent
against the apostles was that they over 40 years on

G LINBI OKSR (GKNRdzZZK WS adza tieknBsion field
NBE&dZNNBOUA2Y 2F (KS RSI RiEInda! Oda n

Says the New Bible Commentary Returning to New
62dzi GKA& OSNBSZI addd AZealagdtéd G KS
adherents of the Sadduccean party GNBGANBEZ
who objected most strongly to the was for a long

FLI2aGf SaQ LINBIF OKAY3IZI AY tiddsedetad of
insistence on the resurrection of  the Conditional Immortality

Jesus, which naturally involvedthe ! 8 82 OAl A2y ® WYWwS A«
ISYSNI f LINR Y OA LI Reveglad inkide @ldA¢edtdment an@ v
Their preaching of the resurrection éf 2 Y FANXY SR Ay GKS |
the Lord not only revealed Him as thie full title of her Thesis presented
Messiah, the Son of God, but also to the Faculty of the Freelandia

called attention to the fact that if He Institute Biblical Theological College
was resurrected, He had power to in partial fulfilment of the

resurrect those who believed in Hintequirements for the Degree Master

A of Biblical Studies.




