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Beryl Ching, in 
her article on the 
resurrection in 
Acts, mentions a 
time when Peter 
and the other 
Apostles were 

called before the Sanhedrin to give 
account for their witness to the 
resurrection. The upshot of it all was 
that they were flogged and then let 
go under orders never to speak in 
that name (the name of Jesus again).  

The reaction of the Apostles amazes 
ƳŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴƘŜŘǊƛƴΣ 
rejoicing because they had been 
counted worthy of suffering disgrace 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜέ ό!Ŏǘǎ рΥпмύΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know about you but I struggle to 
rejoice in my suffering! 

Romans 5:2-р ǎŀȅǎΣ ά!ƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ 
the hope of the glory of God [The 
glory of God is often a synonym for 
the kingdom, Matthew 10:21, Mark 
10:37]. Not only so, but we also 
rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And 
hope does not disappoint us, because 
God has poured out his love into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΦέ  

wƻƳŀƴǎ мнΥмн ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ ά.Ŝ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƛƴ 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦέ 

When the Hebrew Christians, under 
the strain of constant persecution, 
were wavering in their devotion to 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƭŘΥ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
those earlier days after you had 
received the light, when you stood 
your ground in a great contest in the 
face of suffering. Sometimes you 
were publicly exposed to insult and 
persecution; at other times you stood 
side by side with those who were so 
treated. You sympathized with those 
in prison and joyfully accepted the 
confiscation of your property, 
because you knew that you 
yourselves had better and lasting 
ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ млΥон-34). 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅέ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 
the confiscation of their property. 
And notice why. It was because they 
ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ άōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎέΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ 
hidden under the mattress, but in the 
form of eternal life in the coming 
kingdom of God. 

If you want to be able to rejoice in 
your sufferings get to know more of 
the hope of the glory of the kingdom 
of God. Â 

EditorialτDavid Burge 
Rejoicing in Our Sufferings 

 



 

 

Tom Bennett 
This is My StoryτPart 2 
 

Looking back now I can see Gods 
fingerprints over all the events of my 
journey.  But my journey was far from 
over, it had only just begun.  The 
advice from my sister Marie (I think 
of her as my spiritual mother) was 
άǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ .ƛōƭŜέΦ L ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
put it down, God was opening my 
mind as I read His word, words that 
once seemed empty and meaningless 
now teamed with life and meaning. 
God was leading me on a new 
journey, on His path to peace. 

²ƘƛƭŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ 
home, my brother-in-law Con found 
me a job with the courier company 
he worked for.  He told me there was 
this lovely Christian girl there who 
would be nice for me to meet.  I 
imagined that I would probably be 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 
grandmother (No offence to all those 
ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜύ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
very interested, having decided to 
pursue Christ rather than a 
relationship. However, needless to 
say that lovely Christian girl is now 
my beautiful wife of almost 19 years.   
DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
amazing and I thank Him for giving 

me Glenyss. For Glenyss and her 
family have been the means by which 
God has brought the truth of 
Conditional Immortality to my mind. 

As my relationship grew with Glenyss, 
I began attending midweek studies 
and Sunday services at the Church of 
Christ Life and Advent.  For the first 
time I was confronted with the 
teachings of Conditional Immortality.  

Interestingly at the time of meeting 
Glenyss I was very much a Catholic 
boy in my thinking, but that was all 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ DƭŜƴȅǎǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
and friends confronted my beliefs 
about death and hell and 
immortality. I was given a copy of 
{ƛŘƴŜȅ IŀǘŎƘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ά²Ƙȅ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ 
/ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅέ 1. Writings 
about Hell, the Soul, life etc. When I 



 

 

 

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 
contemplated the implications of the 
Conditional Immortality teachings I 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘŜƴȅ ƛǘǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ  .Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ 
of 10 bible teachings that convince 
me that Conditional Immortality is an 
important biblical truth: 

ά.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŀǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
will eat your food until you 
return to the ground, since from 
it you were taken; for Dust You 
!ǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Řǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴέ- 
Genesis 3:19.  I had heard these 
words many times during my 
years of Catholic services; 
however, subconsciously I 
always added the words and my 
soul will go to heaven. I was 
ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ 
from the dust of the earth and 
back to it we are going. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜέ - Genesis 
3:4; ά{ŀǘŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛŜǎέ - John 8:44.  
.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘƛŜ ŀƴŘ 
return to the dust, as God has 
said is believing God to be a liar 
and Satan to be the truth teller.    

ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ 
from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life and he became a 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎΦέ - Genesis 2:7. 

Good on you NIV translators, 
unfortunately the KJV translates 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎέ ŀǎ 
άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƭέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ 
of the mainstream church 
including the Catholics it is easy 



 

 

 

to read that verse to be saying 
that God breathed a soul into a 
man.  However, it seems quite 
ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜƭŜǎǎ ōƻŘȅ 
required God to breath air into 
the nostrils of Adam in order to 
ƳŀƪŜ !ŘŀƳ ŀ ΨƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎΩ 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŘŜŀŘ ōŜƛƴƎΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
just what one would hope to 
achieve when CPR is performed 
on a person who has stopped 
breathing.  That breath 
contained Oxygen which we 
know is carried in the blood. In 
fact Deuteronomy 12:23 tells us 
that άǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘέΦ 

John 3:16 tells us the ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎέ in Gods only begotten 
Son άǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘέ but ά{Ƙŀƭƭ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎέΦ  
Clearly the choice here is not life 
in one place or life in another. 
No, in fact, the options are 
eternal life or complete 
destruction.  The Greek word for 
perish is analusis which pretty 
much means to break down to 
its basic parts (dust no less).   

Matthew 10:28 tells us that we 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ 
who can destroy soul and body 
in hell. This is talking about 
complete destruction of the 
whole person, there is no 

immortal part to our beings, if 
there were it could not be 
destroyed.  

άDƻŘΣ Χ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎ LƳƳƻǊǘŀƭέ - 1 Tim 
6:15-16.  How can man have an 
immortal part if we are told that 
God alone is immortal? 

Jesus said άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜέ - John 11:25. The 
life we receive is not held in our 
own being but is with Christ 
Jesus our Lord in God. He is the 
Life and our life άƛǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘƛƳέ - Col 3:3. It will be by the 
word of God that we are 
restored as living beings. 



 

 

 

1 Corinthians 15:50-54 speaks of a 
transformation of our 
perishable, mortal bodies into 
imperishable immortal bodies.  
Note these verses speak of a 
complete transformation of the 
body not a reunification of a 
soul and body forever.  In fact in 
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭέ 
together, as mentioned, is a 
living human being. 

Ecclesiastes 9:4,5 and 9:10  tell us 
that in the grave where we are 
going there is no thinking, or 
knowledge, nor working or 
planning.  The dead know 
nothing in the grave.  So if this is 

the case then how could a dead 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƻǳƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 
from heaven or even suffering in 
IŜƭƭΚ  bƻ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
when it states that we return to 
the dust. 

 In scripture, death is described 
ǇƻŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ άǎƭŜŜǇέΦ 5ŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ŀ 
state of rest for every human 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ 
waking moment will be in the 
presence of their Saviour. 

So why is conditional immortality 
such an important teaching to hold 
onto?  I hear many people these days 
ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
them.  This is my response. 

Firstly, this teaching puts the work of 
Christ into correct perspective. We 
need Christ completely for life. My 
Catholic upbringing tells me that the 
risk of allowing yourself to hold or 
entertain the opposing viewpoint is 
that you may be tempted to think 
that you have a chance at some other 
life without Christ. There is no other 
life beyond this one unless it is in 
Christ. 

Secondly, these days we hear a lot 
about mediums and the like 
communicating with our dead loved 
ones.  Clearly our dead loved ones 
cannot speak, remember, know or 
think anything. They are dead 



 

 

 

disintegrating down to the dust from 
which they were made.  The evidence 
is clear. We only need to exhume a 
few bodies to discover this truth.  So 
what of Mediums etc? The teaching 
of Conditional Immortality teaches 
me that these Mediums, if they are 
not fakes and are communicating 
with the spiritual realm, are 
communicating with evil spirits. 
wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ άƻǳǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
against flesh and blood but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark age 
and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms. Ephesians 
6:12.   

It is no wonder that we are warned in 
scripture to avoid mediums and 
witchcraft and the like.  By knowing 
the truth of conditional immortality 
we immediately understand the truth 
with respect to Mediums.   

Thirdly, what of after death 
experiences? Conditional Immortality 
teachings tell me there must be 
another explanation to reports of 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ CƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
tells me there is no memory in the 
grave. Therefore if I die, it is not 
possible for me to remember what I 
did or saw.  In fact, it is obvious that 
ŘŜŀŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 
There are quite obvious explanations 

to afterlife experiences. Perhaps the 
subject of a future discussion, but 
certainly not afterlife meetings with 
Jesus or our Creator or Mohamed or 
whoever else the person having the 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ 
as their icon of faith. 

CƻǳǊǘƘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ 
¢ǊǳǘƘΦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ 
ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ 
peace. Â 

References: 
1. See www.afterlife.co.nz/free-
resources/articles-reviews/  
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Resurrection Revealed 
Part 13τBeryl Ching 
The Resurrection in ActsτPart 2 

great power gave the apostles 
witness of the resurrection of the 
[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
the only part of their message that is 
mentioned in this passage (Acts 
4:33).    

Preaching, signs and wonders 
continued, and again the apostles 
were seized. The angel of the Lord 
released them from prison, and the 
next day they were brought before 
the Council. In his defence Peter said, 
ά¢ƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǇ 
Jesus whom ye slew and hanged on a 
tree...We are witnesses of these 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎέ όрΥолΣ онύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
to obey the council, in favour of 
obeying God.  

Stephen, who was the next one to 
have to stand before the council, 

Resurrection of Jesus (cont.)

Peter, was hauled in front of the 
Council, to give account to for the 
miracle of making the lame man 
walk. He told them it had been done 
by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth. Again, he accused them of 
having crucified Him, but goes on to 
ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ά²ƘƻƳ DƻŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ΦΦΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ пΥмлύΦ  DƻƛƴƎ 
immediately to the gathering of 
Christians, Peter and John reported 
what had happened, and all prayed 
for power and for boldness. Their 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά!ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 


