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Perhaps no passage of Scripture has been more often used to
defend the notion of the conscious torment of the wicked than
the passage about the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31.
Yet a literal interpretation of this fable 1s beset with problerms:
Is Abraham’s literal bosom the abode of all the righteous dead?
Are the righteous and the wicked dead so close as to be within
seeing, speaking and hearing distance of each other? Do sin-
ners chat in hell’s fire? Is Abraham “the keeper of the gate”?
There is no mention of either “soul” or “spirit” anywhere in the
passage. Literally, righteous Lazarus was taken bodily to
Abraham’s bosom and the rich man went bodily to hades. Do
angels literally transport the dead bodily from place to place?
If we allow that the rich man’s “Spirit” went to hades; Did he
crave literal or spiritual water for his spiritual tongue? Do spir-
its have tongues? No! This passage can no more be taken liter-
ally than Jotham’s fable of the talking trees in Judges 9:8-15.

Saying that Luke 16:19-31 is not a literal description of the state
of the dead does not mean that it is not Scripture, or that Jesus
does not speak the truth. One can tell a story to illustrate a
truth. In the story Jesus has Abraham say that a miracle, even
that of raising a dead man to life would be useless to convince
a person who will not listen to the plain teaching of Scripture.
The truth that Jesus wanted to illustrate concerning the Phari-
sees was, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.”™

~ (Luke 16:31).

This is a timely lesson for us today! The Saviour often refuted
the erroneous teachings of his opponents by the Written Word.
But since they would not hear the Word of Moses they would not
believe. Despite the miracles. Not even when Jesus himself rose

from the dead. .

' 3

What we need to see in our nation and around the world above
all else is faith in the Word of God. We need memnand women of
God with the courage to proclaim the truths of His Word what-
ever cherished notions, traditions and beliefs we may contra-
dict. We need prayer that God will open the hearts of those with
who we talk to believe.

Pastor David Barge




The Intermediate State in Paul:

Seeking consistency in Paul's understanding of death and resurrection.

by Carl Josephson

Earlier this year I completed my Master of Theology degree, submitting my thesis on Paul’s view of
what happens at death. Over the next several (many?) issues we will be publishing parts of the
thesis in abridged form because it deals directly with two of the most commonly cited passages (2
Corinthians 5:1-10 & Phillipians 1:23) that are alleged to show that the believer goes straight to

heaven at death.

Note: There is a fairly widely held belief among scholars that Paul did not actually write all the letters
attributed to him in the New Testament. While not necessarily agreeing with this view it was prudent for
my thesis to deal with only those letters that are widely accepted as being from Paul himself. These are

Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians and Philemon.

Introduction

This thesis is an attempt {o
seek consistency in Paul's
understanding of death and
what happens to the human
person between death and
the resurrection, the so-
called ‘intermediate state.’

There are a wide variety of
theories thatwe consider un-
satisfactory because they re-
quire a levei of inconsistency
in Paul thatis not present in
other areas of his theology.
These theories include Paul
changing his mind, or Paul
holding two paradoxical be-
liefs, or Paul becoming more
‘Greek’ in his understanding
of human anthropology. Of-
ten discussion focuses on the
alleged differences between
1 Corinthians 15 and 2
Corinthians 5:1-10 (and
Philippians 1:23). We seek
to show that the differences
are in perspective but not in
theology.

We do this by beginning with
Paul's anthropology where
we find him to be firmly of
the view that the human be-

ing is an indivisible unit (this
belief is sometimes referred
to as monism) and not sepa-
rable into two parts (body
and soul/ spirit - referred to
often as dualism) which is the
understanding that is widely
assumed when Paul is read.
(Some suggest 3 parts -
body, soul and spirit - based
on 1 Thess. 5:23, but we dis-
pute this aiso. Our reasons
will be given later.)

We then investigate Paul's
understanding of ‘last things'
and find a dualism here' --this
age contrasted with the King-
dom of God. We suggest
that this is the dualism that
forms the backgroupd to
some key passages. ,

Following this we look at the
topic of death and conclude
that Paul understands death
as extinction but with the trm
faith that God ‘who gives life
to the dead and calls into ex-
istence the things that do not
exist (Romans 4:17) ‘will

raise us also with Jesus’ (2

Corinthians 4.14).

We examine the important
topic of resurrection of the
body and compare and con-
trast this with immortality of
the soul in Chapter 4.

Chapters 5 and 6 look at the
two passages (2 Corninthians
5:1-10 and Philippians 1:15-
26) that are generally re-
garded as indicating Paul's
belief in a conscious ‘interme-
diate state’ We conciude
that these passages are
more satisfactorily under-
stood in terms of Paul's un-
derstanding of the two ages
and do not deal with the ‘time’
in between death and the res-
urrection, other than to per-
haps suggest a journey.

Our final chapter looks at the
element of time in Paul and
we conclude that Paul under-
stands death as a type of
sleep im Which time is sus-
pended for the deceased.

I. ‘Dualism’ here simply indicates two
different *worlds’ or “ages’ - this age
and the age to come.

 Continued next page.
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Chapter One: Paul’s Anthropology.

We seem to live in the beginning of a new era ... There is a growing tendency to
consider man in his unity. ... Today in theology the accent lies correctly on the eternal
life of the whole man after resurrection in Christ, rather than on the salvation of the
immortal soul, because it is the whole man in his totality who is saved by the merciful

God.?

selves, herself, himself anyone, concept of a separate part of a
Old Testament Background.  everyone, any of you)? indicat-  human, distinct from the body.

ing the word represents the
It is now being recognized by whole person. Other transla- Edmond Jacob writes, “Accord-
many that the Old Testament tions include life (Gen. 9:5)*, ing to the Old Testament the
actually offers little support for breath (Gen. 1:30), persons nepheshhas no existence apart
the belief that the human per- (Gen. 46:18), people (Ex. 1:5), from the individual who pos-
son consists of separable body heart (Ex. 23:9), corpse (Lev. sessesit, or, better, who is it.™
and soul. The New Catholic 22:4), (human) being (Lev. In fact only on a relatively few
Encyclopedia offers the follow-  24:17), individual (Num. 15:27), occasions (mostly when it is
ing comments: “Thereis nodi- (dead)body(Num. 19:11),item translated as ‘soul’) can this
chotomy of body and soulinthe (Num. 31:28), spirit (Deut. meaning be read into it, and

OT. ... The term nephesh, even then this is certainly not
though translated by our word | | the anly possible way of under-
soul, never means soul as dis-  1NE self that standing these verses. The

tinct from the body or the indi- nephesh- refers 1_-0 i-S difficulty faced by the Eng-

vidual person. Other words in lish reader is that the term

the OT such as spirit, flesh, and beﬂ'er understood Qs  soul comes with this largely

heart also signify the human Platonic preconception, often
person and differ only as vari- 11 ‘total’ rather than with the added baggage of im-

ous aspects of the same be- ! mortality, in which the soul is
ing.” | ’rhe reo.l Self' frequently seen as the ‘real self.

But the self that nephesh refers
This is further highlighted by the  28:65), soul (Deut. 4:29), mem-  to is better understood as the
fact that when the Hebrewword bers (Gen. 36:6), desire (Ex. ‘total' rather than the ‘real’ self.

nephesh (or a derivative} ap- 15:9), and strength (Num. 11:6),
pears in the Pentateuch it is aswellas beinguntranslatedon Some scholars, however, are

translated by at least 28 differ- several occasions (eg. Num. not prepared to go quite so far,

ent English words inthe NRSV  21:4). Itis immediately appar-  preferring to maintain a theoreti-
(similar numbers occurin mast ent that whatever the writer(s) cal dichotomy or trichotomy
versions). Many ofthese trans-  of the Pentateuch understood even while acknowledging that
lations are pronouns (eg. |, me, by nepheshit was neversimply “true human existence is incon-
you, he, they, ourselves, your- the equivalent of the Platonic® ceivable apart from a body."’

I TN T ekl DI TR abhees shlhRAE SEEEEEE NS S ST TR . —-_——I-——————ﬂ__——-lﬂlﬁl———_—r

ln
1 PR T. Bilaniuk, “Theology” under “Soul, Human.” In New Catholic Encyclopaedia Yol. 13, (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1967) 450-

464, at 462,

2 W.E. Lynch, “Soul (In The Bible)” New Catholic Encyclopedia Vol. 13, 449-450. (Emphasis added).

3 These translations are in Gen 27:4, Num 23:10, Gen 27:19, Lev 21:11,Lev 26:43, Dcut4’9 Num 31:50, Num 30:13, Num 30:3, Lev 4:2,
Ex 12:16, Lev 5:21 respectively. {Only one example of each is cited.) “

* Only one verse for each word is given but many appear on multiple occasions.

5 We use the term “Platonic” to designate the belief that the human being consists of separable paits — a mortal body and an immortal
soul. We do this not because Plato introduced the idea, nor that he alone held to it, but rather that his influence (along with that of his
disciples) has been significant in popularizing this understanding. We are not alone in this use, eg. Bilaniuk, 462.

~ ¢ Edmond Jacob, “Yuyn”. In Theological Dictionary of the New Testament Vol IX F— W (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968) 608-660,

at62l.

71.J. Hesselink, “A Case for a Transitional Body” Perspectives April (1995} 10-13 at 10. Cf. Karl Rahner, Theological Investiga-
tions Volume Six: Concerning Vatican Council Il (London: Dartman, Longman and Todd, 1974, 177, “Matter and spirit have a unity
in their starting-point, in their history and in their goal. Both of them remain eternally valid before God and form for ever, now and in the
state of perfection, the mutually correlative, non-separable constitutive elements of the one created reality.”




Cont’d from previous page.

Millard Erickson speaks of a
“conditional unity” of body and
soul/ spirit.®

In point of fact the Old Testa-
ment may be accused of a
‘crass’ materialism.® The Gen-
esis 2:4b ff account of creation
empbhasizes ourposition in crea-
tion as totally created and mor-
tal beings. It specifically limits
us to being material beings with
the play on words in v7a (God
formed Adam from adamah
[earth]) and againin 3:17 & 19.
Chapter 3:19 spells this out in
another way - “you are dust
(aphar) and to dust (aphar) you
shall retum”. The often-misun-
derstood statementin Gen. 2:7
clearly establishes the basis of
human existence and being -
we are formed by God from the
ground, we are granted fife by
God through His breath or spirit
and we become, not are
given, living souls. Karl
Rahner sums this up:

The Old Testament makes
rather a radical connection be-
tween biological life and the
‘earth’, regarding the former as
a product of the latter, even
though only under the creative
‘breath’ of God which, however,

being/soul’). There is no indi-
cation of the survival of a part

Paul and Human
Anthropology.

of a person (soul or spirit) be-
v

a whole - when the body dies
the whole person dies.
Ecclesiastes 12:7 is often mis-
quoted in popular use to read
“his spirit returns to God", when
it actually says ‘the spirit re-
turns to God who gave it” - a
direct reversal of Genesis 2.7,
The NRSV makes this even
clearer by its translation of ruach
{spirit/breath) as breath. Spirit
orbreath here is simply the life-

Genesis
specifically limits us
to being material

beings
force that God gives to all ani-
mals (Gen 7:15) and is not a
separate part of either a human
being or an animal.

Itis true, however, that this gift

The are primarily
concerned with ourrelationship
with God rather than our actual
make up, and this is as true in
the Pauline literature as any-
where. “Paul does not describe
a human being in se; he rather
hints at different relations of hu-
manity vis-a-vis God and the
world in which he or she lives.™"
Paul is addressing situations
and false teachings from his
pastoral concern, in light of his
Christology rather than his an-
thropology. Nonetheless his an-
thropology forms the back-
ground to much of his argument
and, as James Dunn writes,
“we who attempt to listen in
toPaul's theological dialogue
with the recipients of his let-
ters will never begin adequately
to appreciate Paul's theology
unless we understand his an-
thropology. Forthe heart of his
thealogy, as of his religion as a
whole, was the impact of divine
revelation and grace on the hu-
manbeing."? Itis our proposd,
along with many others'3, that
itis Judaism rather than Hellen-

ofthe breath or spirit o lifefrom  ismthat has informed Paufs an-
God to each individual is i i
sometimes spoken of as an  Further, itis our contention that
indivi ion (eg.  itis primailly the Scri

must not be with a
new created substantial princi-
ple.”

This basic formulation is no-
where denied in the Hebrew
Scriptures. In fact Paul cites it
in 1 Corinthians 15:45 (“The first
man, Adam, became a living

$Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology. (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 19.K3) 337,

and

Luke 23:46 - ‘my spirit,” quoting
Psalm 31:5) but this is quite
reasonably understood as ‘our
portion’ of. God's life-gwing
breath, with out recourse to a
dualistic notion of hurpan
anthropology.

in particular the Pentateuch,
rather than the intertestamental
writings and teachings, inter-
preted in light of his encounter
with Jesus, that form this back-

Cont’d on page 11

2 Th torm “rss” was usd by Laric Gy “Lif Afier Desth For the Beloer i Paling Antaopoogy”, Gpublbed pper i

author

ective.

* Karl Rahner, ﬁealagiml lnvemgnﬂom Voiume Su: Concerning Vancan Council II (London, Dartman, Longman and Todd,

1974) 142.

* In The New Jerome Biblical C

(London: Geoffrey Chapmar, 1989) 82:81-

" Joseph A. Fitzmyer, “Paulic
137,1402-1412, a1 1405-1406,

" James D.G. Dunn, The Theology of Paul the Apostle (Grand Raplds Eerdmans, [998) 51
¥ Bg RH. Gundty, Soma in Bibiical Theology with Emp)

1976)204.

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,



ADVENT CHRISTIAN MISSIONS NEW ZEALAND |

INDIA

ADVENT CHRISTIAN MIS-
SIONS works with two Ad-
vent Christian denominations
in India - the Advent Chris-
tian Conference of India and
the Fellowship of Blessed
Hope Churches. Between
them they have 69 churches
with more than 14,000 mem-
bers, 14 schools, and the
College of Evangefism which
trains Pastors and

leaders for the Fel-

fowship.

The Lord is work-
ing wonderfully
through His people
in india, and recent
reports include the
following items for
PRAISE  and
PRAYER -

- During the re-:
cent summer
vacation, most of the
churches heid Vacation
Bible Schools for children.
In excess of 9000 chil-
dren, including more than
3000 Hindus, attended
and heard the Gospel
taught - pray that aboun-
tiful Harvest may resuit
The College of Evange-
lism at Kodaikanal re-
cently had its fourth
Graduation ceremony,
when two students
graduated. A new intake
of students has com-
menced studies. Pray for
the Director of the College
- Rev Gellknight, his staff

and the students.

Inthe last 14 months, the
Advent Chnstian Confer-
ence of India has re-
joiced to see 850 peo-
ple baptised, 5 new
churches started and 5
new church buildings
built. Praise God that His
Spirit is drawing men and
women to Salvation in
Jesus Christ.

Pastor Regi Christopher

of Sathiyamurthi Nagar
church in Chennai (Ma-
dras) set a goal of bap-
tising 100 people during
1999, and is already haff-
way to that goal. The
church has recently had
to begin a second serv-:
ice each week to accom-
modate those wanting to
join with them in worship.

EARL and MARTHA

ers, and are aggressively
encouraging both de-
nominations in the devel-
opment of their minis-
tries.. In a recent News-
fetter Earl wrote...

“The (recent) burning
to death of missionary
Graham Stein and his two
sons in Northern india is a
reminder to the world of the
billions of people who are
lost in sin. We have a
constant reminder
here in South India.

i paste mark or marks
fon their foreheads

temples to sacrifice.
We see the great poverty
caused by sin and igno-
rance, and know that there
is a loving God ready to help
meet the needs of the peo-
ple_here and around the
world.”

PRAY for EARL AND
MARTHA

- forhealth and strength
and wisdom and pa-
tience

for a suitable tutor to
help them learn the

WRIGHT work with both Tamit language

denominations as advis- -  forthe renewal of their

ers, encouragers and visas which come up for
. I dit. Iin b

adl -



PHILIPPINES

The Lord’s blessing is also
evident on His work in the
Philippines - The Philippines
Advent Christian Conference
continues to enjoy good
growth.

JEFF and PENNY VANN

serve as lecturers at Oro Bi-

ble Coilege in the city of

Cagayan de Oro. They are

carrying a very heavy load of

teaching and administration
and organisational duties.

- PRAY for health and
strength and wisdom
for them
PRAY for their three
daughters - Elizabeth,
Connie and Naomi -
especially for their
education.

Following a recent serious,
life-threatening accident,
DAVE VIGNALLI has re-
tired and has returned to
the United States to re-
ceive therapy and recover.
from the injuries he sus-
tained.
- PRAY for complete
healing for him, and for
the Lord to lead in re-

ORO BIBLE COLLEGE

Praise the Lord that the
new academic year be-
gins with a roll totalling 37
students.

Foundations for the new,
4 unit accommodation
block for facuity members
have been completed
Construction of the build-
ing will commence when
our WORK TEAM arrives
to assist at the end of the
year. The total cost of the
project is 2,065,000 pe-
s0s -(NZ$103,000), and
approximately one quar-
ter of thatamount is pres-
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One of our dollars
buys 20 pesos for the
OBC project in the Philip-
pines!

WORK TEAM
God is good!! He has
called a fine, weli balanced
group of 12 to make up our
7th WORK TEAM to go
overseas to serve Him - 3
{adies, and 8 men, including
2 builders and many good,
keen Kiwi handymen.

In the Lord’s goodness we

have been able to reserve a

further 4 airline seats for a

few more weeks, sowe can
still increase the Team to
16. Would the Lord have
YOU be part of this in-
crease?*

The Team is booked to
leave Auckland on Mon-
day 27th December
1899, and will return on
Tuesday 18 January
2000. PLEASE PRAY for
the Team, for each of its
members, and for the
many organisational mat-
ters still to be attended to.

M- For more details about

Jeff & Penny Vann with their three girls
- Elizabeth, Connie & Naomi

any of the matters men-
tioned above, or about

spect to his future serv-

ice.

PRAY that the Lord will

call someone to replace

Dave as Business Man-

ager for the Mission in the

Philippines.

- PRAY for more teachers
for Oro Bible College, in-
cluding those who can
teach educational and
general courses.

ently on hand. Qur
Team's contribution ofa-
bour and finance will sig-
nificantly contribute to the
completion of the project.
They, and we, are look-
ing to the Lord to provide
the balance of the funds
required.

Would YOU like to assist
to bring this projectto
completion quickly?

any of the activities of
ADVENT CHRISTIAN MIS-
SIONS NEW ZEALAND,
please contact Ernie
Schache, at phone 09 627
2124, or fax 09 627 4488,
or email
eschache@acmnz.pl.net

* Update! Another young lady
has contirmed her willingness
Lo join the team and another
young man is seriously consid-
ering it



Carey

Conference Report
19 June 1999

We thank the Lord again for
His protection and guidance
during another year of serv-
ice at Carey Park,

STAFE

We have had a number
of changes in staffing this
year.

Our current staff is com-
prised of Tim Long (Di-
rector), Colin Yearsley
(Head Chef), Jan Page
(Admin),  Christine
Gavrill (General Hard
Worker anywhere), Sean
O'Sullivan (Maintenance &
Catering), Sheralyn
McSkimming (Programme
Director) and Malcom Money
(Part time kitchen hand and
neighbour).

Due to the changes, we are
slightly short staffed in the
maintenance area, probably
until the end of the year -
when we hope to try some-
thing different. So if you (or
someone you know) is avail-
able to lend a hand at any
time, let Tim know. [ know it
sounds a repetitive cry, but
there is so much to do, and

we really
find it hard,
as we are
con -
strained
by time
rk and cost to
get the
place
s knocked
into  the
ideal shape which we would
desire.

a
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MINISTRY
Again, the Lord gives us

many opportunities to spread
the gospel.

Pray that
God wil really use

the educational modules

to direct thelr minds
towards Him

Education Programme

Praise the Lord, more and
more schools are paying to
hear messages about God!
Yes, the education modules
are becoming more and nfore
popular to the schools who
use the camp. Praythat God
will really use them to direft
the minds of kids and teach-
ers alike towards Him.

School Evening Pro-
grammes

These programs are also
very popular with the schaols.
These are ‘in your face’ fun
with a Gospef message eve-

nings. We pray that the Lord
would also use these oppor-
tunities to face up unbeliev-
ers with the reality of Christ
and what He has done for
them.

Holiday Kids Camps

Again we have provided Kids
& Teen Camps in the holi-
day breaks. There have
been some really great times
with kids at these camps. We
now use OAC to provide fol-
fow up to those kids who re-
quest it, and the last report
from the supervisor was that
they are doing really well.
Praise the Lord!

We are running a Leader-
ship Camp covering many
aspects of children’s/youth
ministry. Some top line
speakers and electives — so
send alt your young people —
your church will be the better
off for it!*

Also this year we are having
Mother & Daughter and Fa-
ther & Son camps again.
We pray that these would be
as successful as previous
years.

A new camp this year is a
“Soccer Camp” run by Kim
beale — with some input from
Wynton Rufer planned. This
is an outreach camp.*

.
Please continue to pray for
these camps, and the children
that pass through them, and
all the school kids and teach-
ers who use the camp. Pray
that the Power of God will
change the lives of a iot of
the kids who come to camp.








