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The Cup of Wrath  

In the Garden of Gethsemane 
Jesus prayed ñMay this cup be 
taken from meò (Mat. 26:39, 
Luke Mark 14:36, Luke 22:42). 
So too, when Jesus com-
manded Peter to put away his 
sword, he asked, ñShall I not 
drink the cup the Father has 
given me?ò (John 18:11). The 
cup Jesus talked about was the 
cup of Godôs wrath. 

ñIn the hand of the LORD is a 
cup full of foaming wine mixed 
with spices; he pours it out and 
all the wicked of the earth drink 
it down to its very dregs.ò (Psa. 
75:8).  

ñThis is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, said to me, óTake from my hand this cup of the wine of my 
wrath and make all the nations to whom I send you drink it.ôò (Jer. 
25:15).  

The cup of wrath then symbolises the judgment of God. What ever tor-
ment might be involved for the wicked (Rev. 14:9 -10) the end result is 
ñthey will drink and drink and be as if they had never beenò (Obad. 16). 

At times, in days gone by God had his people drink from that cup, but 
never to the dregs. He always took the cup back leaving the wrath of 
God unfinished. "This is what your Sovereign LORD says, your God, who 
defends his people: óSee, I have taken out of your hand the cup that 
made you stagger; from that cup, the goblet of my wrath, you will never 
drink againôò (Isa. 51:22). 

It was this cup that we would have been required to drink as a result of 
our sin, but Jesus drank it for us. Down to the very dregs. Now we are 
free to drink instead from the cup of blessing.  

What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord! 

David Burge. 
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Even secular magazines such as 
Time (April 12, 2004) are drawn 
from time to time to ask the ques-
tion, ñWhy Did Jesus Have to Die?ò 

Christians all believe that some-
thing stupendous happened when 
Jesus died on the cross. We speak 
of the atonement 
by which we were 
made ñat oneò with 
God. Somehow, the 
death of Jesus on 
the cross was what 
made it possible for 
God to forgive all 
the sins of human-
kind. Christians 
have long struggled 
to explain how this 
can be. Within the 
pages of the Bible 
we see a number of 
pictures that will help us under-
stand why Jesus had to die. 

Jesus Died To Pay A Ransom  

Jesusô death was like a ransom 
paid to free us from slavery to sin, 
Satan and death. Jesus himself 
said, ñFor even the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ran-
som for many." (Mark 10:45). We 
push the image too far when we 
ask, to whom was the ransom 

paid? Surely, Satan did not have 
God over a barrel. Surely, God was 
not forced to ñpay up or elseò. But 
just as surely Jesus liberated hu-
manity from slavery to sin, Satan 
and death by giving his own life as a 
ransom. 

Jesus Died To     
Satisfy Godôs      
Justice  

Christians realise that 
humanity owes a debt 
not to Satan, but to 
God himself. Romans 
6:23 tells us that ñthe 
wages of sin is deathò. 
The fact that we have 
all broken Godôs law 
means we are all 
rightly subject to Godôs 
wrath. Jesus died on 

the cross in the sinner's place, bear-
ing the curse due to lawbreakers on 
our behalf (Gal. 3:13). In essence, 
Jesus died that we might be de-
clared right (or be justified) before 
the Judge (Rom. 4:23-25). 

Jesus Died As Our Sacrifice  

Drawing from the riches of the im-
agery of Old Testament temple sac-
rifice, Hebrews tells us ñHe did not 
enter by means of the blood of 
goats and calves; but he entered 
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the Most Holy Place 
once for all by his own 
blood, thus obtaining 
eternal redemp-
tion.ò (Heb. 9:22). Here 
we see Jesus as both 
our high priest and our 
sacrifice for sin. 

Jesus Died To 
Win A Great  
Victory  

The idea of Christ 
as Victor is closely 
related to the idea 
of Christ as a ran-
som. On the cross 
our Lord Jesus 
won a spiritual 
battle against the 
powers of dark-
ness. Colossians 
2:13-15 tells us, 
[Christ] ñdisarmed 
the powers and 
authorities, he made a 
public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over 
them by the cross.ò By 
defeating the one who 
held us captive Christ 
freed enslaved human-
ity forever.  

Jesus Died To Leave 
Us An Example  

Although this in no 

way exhausts the 
meaning of Christôs 
death on the cross for 
us, Jesus died to leave 
us an example. Peter 
says ñTo this you were 
called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leav-

ing you an example, 
that you should follow 
in his steps" (1Pet. 
2:21).  

Jesusô death on the 
cross certainly demon-
strates the extent of 
Godôs love for us, and 
puts upon us an obli-
gation to love God and 
others sacrificially as 

Christ has already 
loved us. 

Our Response?  

As a Conditionalist I 
canôt help noticing that 
it was Jesusô death not 
his torture that paid 

our ransom. He died 
to satisfy Godôs jus-
tice. Jesus died as 
our sacrifice. He died 
to win a great victory 
for us. Even when 
Peter mentions his 
suffering the empha-
sis is on the fact that 
his suffering climaxed 
in his death on the 
cross for our sins 
(1Pet. 2:24) - it cer-
tainly was not an 
eternity of suffering, 
as some suggest is 
the penalty for sin.  

This year, as we ap-
proach Easter, I will be 
particularly mindful of 
all that Jesus achieved 
for meðthe price paid, 
justice satisfied, the 
victory wonðby his 
death on the cross. 
Once again I will seek 
to live my life by his 
example. 

-David Burge 



ern Baptist and / or Bi-
ble Churches, which are 
very conservative here 
in the Bible Belt, and 
though these churches 
are, for the most part, 
made up of loving indi-
viduals, I discovered a 
dark side to the "good 
news" that they were 
preaching that forced 
me to re evaluate what 
I believe about hell. 
There is much more to 

my story than what I 
can share here, but for 
the sake of brevity and 
clarity, I'll focus on the 
proverbial straw that 
broke this camel's 
back. 

At Childrenôs 
Church  

About 6 years ago, 
when we were in a 
worship service at a Bi-
ble Church we served 
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Bill McCracken  

When I was 12, my 
parents sent me to a 
Vacation Bible School 
at a small Baptist 
church. It was there 
that I heard how 
much God loved me, 
how Jesus had died 
for me, and how he 
wanted me to be with 
him forevermore. Of 
course, I also heard 
about where I would 
spend eternity if I re-
fused Jesus' offer. 
Nevertheless, it was 
God's love that I re-
sponded to and I ac-
cepted Jesus as my 
saviour with baptism 
following shortly 
thereafter. Though 
young, I took my 
Christianity very seri-
ously and even went 
to Bible College after 
high school to train for 
the ministry.  

I've spent most of my 
adult years in South-

ñI'll focus on the proverbial straw that 
broke this camel's back.ò 



in, some helpers from 
the Children's Church 
came to get me out 
of "adult church" to 
tend to my son, who 
was about 4 years old 
at the time. They said 
he was crying hysteri-
cally and that no one 
was able to get him 
to calm down. I 
feared he had hurt 
himself somehow, so 
I wasted no time get-
ting up and going to 
the Children's Church.  

My son was in the 
hallway outside, cry-
ing, almost at the top 
of his voice, "Daddy, 
why would Jesus burn 
me? Why would Jesus 
burn me?" I picked 
him up and carried 
him outside, trying to 
get him to calm 
down. After he had 
settled down a bit, I 
asked him why he 
thought Jesus would 
burn him. He replied 
that he had just seen 
a picture of a man 
that Jesus was burn-
ing because the man 
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hadn't asked Jesus into 
his heart. I did my 
best to reassure him 
that Jesus loved him 
and would not burn 
him. 

After taking my son to 

my wife, I returned to 
the Children's Church 
to try to find out ex-
actly what had hap-
pened there. The 
teacher had indeed 
shown the kids a 



My CI Journey   
Begins  

That incident began a 
journey for me that's 
taken about 3 years of 

studying the scriptures, 
praying, and struggling 
with the issue of hell.  

At first, I felt that per-
haps Christian univers-
alism was the answer 
that I sought. Univers-
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graphic depiction of 
someone engulfed in 
flames, his seared 
arms and tortured face 
raised towards a 
heaven that would 
never hear 
his cry for 
mercy. I re-
minded the 
teacher that 
Jesus never 
once threat-
ened children 
with everlast-
ing torment. 
I was aghast 
that she felt 
it necessary 
to present 
the gospel to 
small children 
in this way. 
But she felt 
justified in 
what she had 
done and did 
not want God 
to hold the 
children's blood on her 
hands if they should 
fail to accept Jesus. I 
was shocked and out-
raged by this attitude. 
We left that church 
shortly thereafter.  

alism does have a 
number of scriptures 
that seem to support 
it, especially when con-
sidering what the 

apostle Paul says 
was accomplished 
at the cross and 
how God will even-
tually be all in all. 
But while I found it 
an appealing view-
point, it seemed to 
downplay any need 
on our part for 
change or for fol-
lowing Jesus. And, 
maybe more impor-
tantly, universalism 
did not seem to 
ring true with Je-
sus' teachings. 

I also investigated 
the more liberal 
viewpoint that hell 
simply doesn't exist 
because God's just 
too loving to punish 

anyone for sins or be-
cause the doctrine of 
hell was inserted into 
the gospels by later 
church fathers. But 
again, I found that Je-
sus did seem to teach 
on hell and I couldn't 



discount what he had to say. To 
take Jesus seriously, even if one 
considers him to be only a good 
teacher, one has to take his teach-
ings on hell as part of the pack-
age. I found it incredible that the 
early church would have implanted 
Greek notions of hell into the gos-
pels. This view just didn't line up 
with the overall 
prophetic thrust 
that Jesus had 
about the impor-
tance of follow-
ing him and his 
way. 

With further 
searching, I 
came across Ed-
ward Fudge's 
book, ñThe Fire 
That Consumes". 
After reading the 
reviews on the 
book, I immedi-
ately felt that 
here was some-
one who took 
Jesus and the subject of hell as 
seriously as I did, but had reached 
a different conclusion about hell 
than what traditional Christianity 
teaches. I grabbed my Bible and 
slowly, thoughtfully, and prayer-
fully went through Fudge's book. 
What I found there in the subject 
of Conditional Immortality satisfied 
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the witness of most scriptures, the 
teachings of Jesus, and of the cry in 
my heart to believe in a God of love. 
I felt that I had found an escape 
from a "turn or burn" religion, but 
yet I could hold onto the serious-
ness of the necessity of our follow-
ing Jesus and the consequences of 
refusing God's love. Conditional Im-

mortality in no way 
downplays the sub-
ject of hell or what 
Jesus has to say 
about it. It just bib-
lically, logically and 
gracefully (an im-
portant word for 
me) recast the sub-
ject into a frame-
work that allows us 
to follow Jesus out 
of love for God and 
others, and to offer 
a view of God that 
does not portray 
him as a divine tor-
turer.  

Growing in 
Faith Today  

Here I am today, a believer in CI. 
Granted, I don't directly speak out 
about it much in my local church, as 
this view would be outright rejected 
simply because it doesn't line up 
with their tradition. But I have 
taught it to my family and men-



THE AUTHOR 

Bill McCracken is married with two grown 

children and two still growing children. He 

lives near Fort Worth, Texas. He is almost 

50 years old and accepted Jesus as his 

Saviour when he was 12. He has spent 

most of his adult years in Southern Bap-

tist and/or Bible Churches in the very con-

servative ñBible Beltò and only recently 

came to Conditionalist convictions.  

tioned it to those who 
cross my path who, 
like me, wonder how a 
"God of love" could 
torture someone in 
hell forevermore. 
Though the view of 
God as an eternal tor-
mentor may well keep 
some people from 
considering Christian-
ity, it is surprising how 
many people in our 
traditional churches 
wonder about this 
also, and given the 
opportunity, would 
welcome some an-
swers to this question. 

I'm very thankful that 
there are Christians 
out there, like Edward 
Fudge and many oth-
ers, who long to be 

faithful to the truth of 
the scriptures, the 
teachings of Jesus, and 
the character of God 
enough to wrestle with 
this issue and to offer 
an alternative interpre-
tation of hell than what 
we can get from most 
conservative churches.  

When I now get the op-
portunity to share 
Christ with someone, I 
can do so fully believing 
that God is indeed love, 
that Jesus should be in-
tentionally followed, 
and that the gospel is 
truly a matter of life 
and death. I no longer 
have to try to explain 
why Jesus would call us 
to love our enemies 
while he tortures his. I 

no longer have to lie 
awake at night won-
dering how I could en-
joy heaven while God 
is tormenting my loved 
ones in hell, should 
they refuse his love. 
My conscience is clean 
and I find that, to the 
best of my ability, I 
can truly love God 
with all that I am. And 
I can present his love 
to others without try-
ing to make eternal 
torment sound like 
something that God 
would feel justified in 
doing. It's wonderfully 
freeing to finally ac-
cept that God is love 
and truly desires that 
none perish. 

Bill McCracken 
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that He is the way, the 
truth and the life (v.6) 
Though He does not 
mention resurrection in 
this verse, He is infer-

ring that He is both 
the way and the life 
and is thus perfectly 
able to fulfil His prom-
ise in the earlier verses 
of taking His own who 
believe in Him to be 
with Himself - because 

He is the life, He infers 
resurrection. 

In the middle of this 
final discourse to the 
disciples, Jesus as-

sured them, 
ñBecause I live, ye 
shall live 
also.ò (John 14:19).   
No mention here of 
the word 
ñresurrectionò or be-
ing ñraised from the 
deadò, but this is His 
obvious meaning. 

Several actual resur-
rections are re-
corded in the gos-
pels. The first one is 
that of the daughter 
of Jairus, the ruler 
of the synagogue. It 

is notable that though 
the Lord Jesus was 
told by the ruler that 
his daughter was 
dead, Jesus, when He 
came into the house, 
said she ñis not dead 
but sleepeth.ò This is 

Our resurrection hope 
is confirmed in the 
New Testament. 

RESURRECTION IN 
THE GOSPELS 

(PART 2)  

In John 14:1 -3 we 
find verses which 
have been a com-
fort to Christians 
through the ages, 
as Christ intended 
they should be.   
But how can they 
be fulfilled if there 
is no resurrection? 
He has gone to pre-
pare a place for us, 
He will come again 
and take us to Him-
self, to be with Him. 
This will be when 
He returns as Paul de-
scribes it in 1 Thessa-
lonians 4: 16, 17, after 
which we shall be for 
ever with the Lord. A 
few verses later Jesus 
answers a question of 
Thomas by telling him 


