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editorial: conference 2010

Conference 2009 has come and sociation, in prayer, financially, by
gone. The first part of our Confer-  writing for the magazine, or by oth-
ence address on invisegivingof tilMeaand talents.
Godds Phil os op h e Withoutywur hetpwe would not be
page 16 of this magazine. The au- reaching the people that we do.
dio can be found on our website

i We are receiving a growing volume
(www.afterlife.co.nz). gag g

of email through our website from
Throughout the year just gone we people all around the world hurt by
have been focusing our efforts in  the "traditional view" of eternal tor-
the following areas: ment. Please pray with us that we
A De v e FromDeathyTo Life ¥Vi|| be aple to pastor thes_e people
rom a distance and provide new

A Devel oping t he ligitdrdmsthe Saipture.

A Promoting CIl L iOnesuggestionrwe received regard-
A Devel obin 4 C ing Qo%ference 201O_V\Las_, that we

P 9 chan@e fl%rWén%\%ﬁm% event to a
A Finding Chr i st luachtimetanjetence to engblea n d
periodicals in which to publish those who travel from afar to get
articles; home a little earlier. We also have

: some older members who no longer
A Growing our me ol t85ri§ethfn%ht.a nd

executive; and,
A G : c Wf have decided to go with this id-
rowlng our O B 626518 The date for Confer-

It seems to me that, though we ence next year
have made more progress in some Will be Saturday
areas than in others, our Associa- May 8. My con-
tion continues to have an ever in-  tact details are in
creasing impact around the world  the panel at the
as we seek to action these goals to bottom of page

the glory of God in Jesus Christ. 5. Perhaps we
could arrange a

free lunch for the
first reply?

Once again, we want to thank
those of you who support the As-
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And | Quote ...

J.H. Pettingell (1815-1887), District Secretary of the Congregational

Board of Foreign Missions, stated: i/ t /s wort hy of r en
trine of eternal torment is found neither in the Apostle's Creed, nor the

Nicene Creed, nor in two of the principal Confessions of Faith of the 16th
century, viz., the otherwise rigid Creed of the French Reformed Church
andthe Thirty-Ni ne Arti cl es of the Angl/ i cai

This was an oversight on somebodyods
Afeternal conscious tormento i s an e
some would have us believe. The absence of this teaching from these

great creeds is, however, understandable once we realise that this
abominable teaching was never part of the original Apostolic Christianity.

HELP! SENDING LETTERS AND PARCELS OVERSEAS

From July 2009 the cost of posting this magazine is set to increase. There
are some people we are posting to overseas that we have not heard from
for many years. Il n an effort to be
are asking you to let us know if you still want to receive print copies of

this magazine. You can write to us at:

Resurrection Publishing
PO Box 202 -162
Southgate

Takanini 2246

New Zealand

Alternatively, you can email us at:
respublishing@slingshot.co.nz

| f we do not hear from you, you may
read the magazine online at any time by going to our website at

afterlife.co.nz

If at anytime you wish to go back on the mailing list you can always con-

tact us via the website and request to be put back on the mailing list.
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This Is My Story

An AC Heritage

| was born to Ralph
Jr. and Phyllis Davis
into a family with gen-
erations of Advent
Christian heritage. My
maternal grandparents
(Riley and Elmira Al-
ley) were Advent
Christians as were
their parents. My pa-
ternal grandparents
(Ralph Sr. and Velma
Davis) were split. My
father s f
raised an Advent
Christian as was his
mother and as were
her parents. When
my great-grand
mother married a
second time, my
step grandfather and |

his parents were Ad-

vent Christians.
However,
mother was Re-
formed Baptist (now
part of the Wesleyan
Church). My ances-
tors helped establish
t he

Al | ey s

Beals Advent Christian
churches, both in Beals,
Maine (an island town-
ship along the north-
eastern part of the
coast). However, be-
cause | spent a great
amount of time with my
paternal grandparents
as | was growing-up, |
was influenced in my
early years mainly

t hrough the
Wesleyan Mission and

Bay ¥ Ré&

Bay

the Beals Wesleyan
Church, though there
were times that | went

with my mothe
churcho, eith
Al l eyds Bay A

Christian Church or the
Beals Advent Christian
Church. Please note

that Beals was unique

in that it had two Ad-

vent Christian

Chulches ig thestowB-a y
ship. The Al

Advent Chr i



Advent Christian
Church building was
constructed first from
an old school house in

the late 1800s or very o

early 1900s, and the
Beals Advent Christian
Church building was
constructed in the
early 1900s about two
miles away. Al | ey
Bay is on Great Wass
Island and Beals is an
island, so the two is-
lands make-up the
municipality of Beals,
Maine. When there
was no bridge to the
mainland and no cars,
the Advent Christians
I n Al l ey 6s
meet in the mornings
at the little chapel and
then walk at night
over to Beals for the
evening worship ser-
vice. They would also
hold their own prayer
meetings separately.
This tradition contin-
ued even for me
throughout high
school and college in
the 1980s. A bridge
was built in the 1950s
and there is a plethora

Al |

of cars on the island.
Needless to say, in the
mid-1990s, services at
the Al Il eyods
were suspended and
the Advent Christian
Baikyis newwocarilied on
by the Beals Advent
Christian Church,
though some of us
continue to meet ir-
regularly for monthly

services at
Bay Advent Christian
Church facility.

Cl Beliefs

| came to believe in
conditional immortality
by a direct challenge
by Pastor Gary Have-
ner of the Beals Ad-
vent Christian Church.

eyoO0s Bay

| started attending
some of the Advent
Christian youth activi-
tiels when | evlisanfhighl
school. There were
times when we would
discuss matters of es-
chatology, and one day
as | was railing on
about dying and going
to Heaven, Pastor Gary
challenged me with
hawIBidlicafthat e y 6 s
thought was. He asked
me to read through

the Bible and see what
it said about death and
the afterlife. At first,
my teenage mind re-
jected this idea as silly,
but | did finally make
the attempt and | read



through the Bible. | publications aboutcon- man, sayi ng,
was struck by the ditional immortality, tree of the garden you
many places where which also helped me  may freely eat; but of
deathwas described | ear n how t ¢he tiee of thankkadvl-
as Asl| eepo aboulthearfessdpeof edge of good and evil
ing awakened through the Scriptures. you shall not eat, for in

Aresurrtr ?ct I o 'W\hy I?I\ﬁatté‘@l I t.hedaythatyou eat of
as the Adestructiono it you shall

of the wicked. | be- Before the first cou-

came convinced of pl ebs expul si
the truth of this doc- the Garden of Eden

trine as a result of God sai d, Ao B
reading the Bible man has become like
through. Of course, one of Us, to know

there were other in- good and evil. And
fluencing factorso | " now, lest he put out

would spend ex- ~ his hand and take also
tended times in con- of the tree of life, and
versation with my fa- = ~eat, and I+ ve
therds bro .  therefore the LORD
Dannyo as 1 God sent him out of
with my fa the garden of Eden to
-grandmother Gram- till the ground from

mi e Nor ao, which he was

vout Advent Chris- Again Moses empha-
tians and believers in ~ €onditional immortality sjzed in Deuteronomy
conditional immortal- ~ Matters greatlytome  30:19-20, Al cal
ity. | would also visit as | believe it is the heaven and earth as

other Advent Chris- Akeyo to unlheskestodhy t he
tians ar ountuthandmegsgageol againstyou, that |

Bay and engage them Scripture. Namely that haye set before you life

in discussion®® Myrtle  G0d gave humanitya  and death, blessing

and Ernest LibbyJr ichoi ceo ab gdytursind; thdrefole O T
and Isaac and Eulala  dying. Genesis 2:1617 choose life, that both

Seavey are two exam- is the first record of you and your descen-

ples. lwould alsoread SUch, AANnd 14dh@ mdy RE khat
God commanded the  you may love the



LORD your God, that you may have everlasting life. For God did
obey His voice, and that you may not send His Son into the world to
cling to Him, for He is your life and condemn the world, but that the
the length of your days; and that world through Him n
you may dwell in the land which In John 11:25-26 Jesus is comfort-

the LORD swore to your fathers, ing Martha over the loss of Lazarus

to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to  who had died. In the face of death

gi ve them. o0 Ther endseemingiyv aumgn hopelésgness
examples in the poetic books and at the loss of life our Lord declared,

the writings of ' Al am the r
the prophets, tion and the life.

but of course, He who believes in

the focus of this Me, though he

interview is not may die, he shall

to be compre- live. And whoever
hensive in a sur- lives and believes

vey of the entire in Me shall never

Old Testament, di e. 0 He ma
but instead to similar declaration
answer why I n John 14:
conditional im- | am the way, the

morality matters | truth, and the life.

to me. Never- No one comes to
theless, | do B . ‘ R the Father except
want to point £ 8 S Pt hrough Me.
out some of the |4 | : ' %

things that Je- = % == = ~.sus says, A0
sussaidinthe . . . . _ . w" who lives, and was
New Testament. dead, and behold,

Is there any greater example of | am alive forevermore. Amen. And
conditional immortality than John | have the keys of Hades and of

3:16-177? Jesus beautifully laysout Deat ho (verse 18).
the choice God gives concerning  themes of resurrection and eternal

| i fe or deat h, ANForMf eGadhroaghovyed us
the world that He gave His only Lambo, are two of t
begotten Son, that whoever be- themes of this Arev
lieves in Him should not perish but especially in chapters 20-22.



Conclusion choice in Eden, and It is my

why it was necessary firmly held belief in

for Jesus Chonditomnal imnodalityl d i
i n our pl ac dhatcaused mettaholth e
Arai sed t o Itandcieuslate mytShve
first fruits from the jour, Jesus, to the Ad-

d e a dWedaan further  vent Christian faith
understand why death  and to give my life in

After surveying the
above references, one
can see the truth and
message of Scripture
Is that if we love and
follow God by turning
to him through Jesus

in faith and repen- IS Zucr;] atﬁart of life, i Chrlstlf_m ser\gcedfor its
tance, we will see life, 20 WhY tere s stic promotion and ad-
grief and pain at the vancement. As said

living forever with
God. If we persistin
sin and in going our
own way, we will not
see life, but will per-
iIsh. Knowing this mes-
sage and this truth
shows us who we are
(mortal creatures of
an immortal God). We
come to understand
the dire straights in
which humanity found
itself after the wrong

loss of a loved one. For Paul in 2 Timothy 1:1,

if Jesus did not hold the | serve in ministry by
Nkeys of Hades and Idf of
Deat hdo t her eording to thel promise
truly be no hope for hu- of life which is in

mani tyos r esChud sftr aJnesus.
the enemy death. Fi-
nally, we see that even
though cemeteries are
eerie in their silence,
they are still beds of
great hope for those
resting there that are
Nnsl eeping
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