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T He Did Not Descend
w A clause inTotheHell
Apostles
Creed says of Jesus, “He
into hell”. This
i descended
controversial statement
after the clause that
s comes
says, he “was crucified, died,
and was buried” and before
t the statement that “He arose
again from the
This
e dead.”
phrase is not
in the
d found
oldest forms of

TIME PRESSURE?
A minority of preachers actually
suggest that Jesus went to
“hell” for three days and three
nights to be tormented by the
Devil and his angels! Those who
hold the so-called “traditional
view” and wrongly believe that
Christ’s promise to the penitent
thief was, “Today
you will be with me
in paradise” (Luke
23:43), find
themselves under
considerable time
pressure, in this
case.

the creed. It
first appears in
one of two
versions by
Rufinus (AD
390) for whom
it meant
nothing more
than that “he
was buried”. It
is not included in any other
version of the Creed until AD
650 (See “How Orthodox Are
We?” David Burge, Issue 16
pp. 14-16).

S
c
r
i
p
For most people, however, it
t reflects
a widespread belief
a supposed mission of
u inChrist
to preach the gospel
to the spirits of the departed
r in the time between his
death and his resurrection.
ewww.afterlife.co.nz

If Jesus died “that
day”, as did the
thief, but Christ
went to hell and the
thief to heaven,
how could Jesus be
with the thief “that
day” in paradise?
In John 19:30, Jesus
pronounced, “It is finished.” This
suggests that the full extent of
the wrath of God against sinners
had already been poured out
upon Jesus as our substitute.
In any case, Romans 6:23
informs us that “the wages of
sin is death” not torment in hell.
What purpose would be served
by such a descent into hell?
4

A MORE COMPLEX
SCENARIO

SCRIPTURAL SUPPORT?

Scriptural support for this
Others have suggested a more supposed mission of Christ is
complex scenario whereby “hell” drawn primarily from four
passages: Acts 2:27; Rom.
is divided into two
10:6-7; Eph. 4:8-9; 1Pet. 3:18compartments known as
“Hades” and “Abraham’s Bosom” 20. A close study of these texts
(according to a literal reading of reveals that there is no biblical
support for the traditional
Luke 16). “Hades” is the abode
understanding of the “descent
of the wicked dead during the
into hell”.
intermediate state, between
death and
ACTS 2:27
resurrection.
In his famous
“Abraham’s Bosom”
Pentecost sermon,
was the abode of
quoting Psalm
the righteous dead
16:10, Peter says,
up until the time of
“[T]hou wilt not
Christ’s own death
leave my soul in hell,
and resurrection.
neither wilt thou
With this potted
suffer thine Holy
geography in mind,
One to see
we are asked to
corruption” (Acts
believe that, during
2:27, KJV). On the
the time between
face of it the
his death and
passage does say
resurrection, Jesus visited the
that Christ’s soul, or he himself,
“spirits” of the wicked in Hades
went to “hell”. However nearly
to proclaim his victory there.
all scholars today recognize that
Having done that he slipped
Sheol / Hades here refers to the
over the divide into “Abraham’s
grave (See Acts 2:27, NIV).
Bosom”, not only to proclaim his
victory over sin and death but to In context Peter is comparing
Jesus who rose again from the
free the souls of the righteous
grave to King David whose tomb
from “paradise” (the
“is with us to this day” (Acts
intermediate place) and bring
2:29). This verse, therefore,
them with him to Heaven.
lends no support to the
5
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does it mean except that He
also descended into the lower
parts of the earth?” The phrase,
“the lower parts of the earth”, is
understood by some to refer to
“hell”. The translators of the NIV
make clear, however, that Christ
came (watch the punctuation!),
to “the lower, earthly regions.”
That is to say,
the “descent” of
Christ was not a
descent to hell
but rather a
descent “from
heaven to
earth”.

traditional understanding of the
“descent into hell”. It affirms
only that Jesus died, that he
was buried and that he rose
again (1Cor. 15:3,4).

ROMANS 10:6-7
In Romans 10 Paul asks two
rhetorical questions (using
quotations drawn
from
Deuteronomy
30:13)
concerning the
nearness of
Jesus and the
righteousness
that comes by
faith. The
question, ‘Who
will descend into
the deep?’” (that
is, to bring Christ
up from the
dead), is actually
a question of
unbelief, not an
assertion of
Christian dogma. It is wonderful
to know that Christ is as near as
confessing with your mouth and
believing in your heart (Rom.
10:9). There is, however, no
affirmation of any actual
descent into hell in this verse.

Jesus is
portrayed as a
victor, having
conquered
Satan, sin and
death he hands
out the spoils of
the battle as
spiritual gifts to
his church.
Once again,
these verses do not support a
descent into hell. Rather the
descent is from heaven, to
earth, and back to heaven.

1 PETER 3:18-29
The passage most often urged
in support of “a descent into
hell” is 1 Peter 3:18-19. The
meaning of this text is, however,

EPHESIANS 4:8-10
In Ephesians 4, Paul writes, “In
saying, ‘He ascended,’ what
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far from clear. It has been
debated at almost every point.
My own understanding of the
text is as follows:


proclamation, to his ascension
into heaven to be at God’s right
hand. There is no room here for
the traditional “descent to hell”.

While Noah was building the
CONCLUSION
Ark evil angels appeared in the
Christ won a great victory on the
likeness of men and took to
cross. Unlike David, who still lies
themselves human women
in the tomb, Jesus rose from the
(Gen. 6:1-4 . c.f. Job 38:4-7).
dead. He is as near to us today
 These evil angels were
as the faith in our hearts. By the
arrested and placed in suitable
Spirit of God, he has already
confinement to await their final begun to share the spoils of his
judgment (2Pet. 2:4-5, Jude 6). victory with his church. He was in
Note that the word used of this the grave for “three days”. After
prison is NOT any of the words his resurrection, before he
regularly used for “hell”.
ascended into heaven, he did
proclaim his victory to the
 It is to these “spirits in
rebellious spirits God had
prison” that Christ went and
imprisoned long ago in the days
proclaimed his victory! Note
of Noah. Scripture is clear,
here that the word “spirit” is
however, he did not “descend to
never used of human beings
hell” in anything like the
without qualification – i.e.
traditional sense.
“spirits of just men” etc, but is
regularly used of angels good
David Burge.
and bad.


As to the timing of this
proclamation, it is nowhere said
that it was made during the
three days between Christ’s
death and resurrection. I believe
it was made immediately after
his resurrection! Only then could
Jesus proclaim the victory he
had won.
This interpretation fits the flow
of the passage, from Christ’s
death, to his resurrection, to his
7
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This Is My Story
I was born into a Catholic
family. Many Catholic families
are Christian families. However,
looking back, I would be hard
pressed to say that I was born
into a Christian family. Many
things were not as they should
be, but that is not what I intend
to share here. Theologically, I
began to grow up as a pretty
good Catholic boy. From a very
young age I believed – by
osmosis at first, and then by
listening to homilies and going
to catechism class – what the
Church taught. I came to
believe that there is a God, that
He is a Trinity, that Jesus died
for me, and a lot of other
things. Among other things, I
came to believe that when you
die you go somewhere, and if
you’re on the wrong side, you
end up in hell forever. Later,
more details were filled in about
the various possibilities, heaven,
limbo, purgatory, hell, along
with issues connected to people
who are already in heaven, and
how they can help us if we ask.

remember the first time it ever
became a problem. I remember
it quite clearly. My mother was
telling me to join the family in
saying the Rosary. I was about
13 or 14. I told her that I
couldn’t. Mary was dead. Now, I
wasn’t taking into account at
the time the Catholic belief that
Mary was bodily taken into
heaven, but this conversation
got the ball rolling for me. If
saints are dead, and the day of
judgement and the resurrection
hasn’t occurred yet, then they
can’t possibly hear us when we
pray.

I can’t remember the first time
I came to believe that these
things – some of them, at least
– were not true, but I can
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Sometimes when
conditionalists point out that
some Christians like Martin
8

Luther or William Tyndale held to
soul sleep, arming them with a
reason to reject the practice of
praying to departed Saints,
Protestant defenders of dualism
accuse them of poisoning the
well by associating their position
with praying to the saints. But
for me, that’s really how the
progression of belief worked. It
wasn’t the only tenet of
Catholicism that I rejected, and
while I was
still 14, I left
the Catholic
Church, and
began, in my
view, to grow
in a faith
that, while it
was still
immature
and highly
uninformed,
was really
mine. Shortly
after that, I was baptised, along
with my mother. The fallout at
home wasn’t particularly nice,
but it was my first and most
important lesson in fearing my
heavenly father more than my
earthly father.

question of hell came up, quite
accidentally actually, at youth
group. My youth group leader
let slip, quite candidly, that he
didn’t believe that people would
suffer forever in hell, but that he
thought that they would be
destroyed, and that would be
that. I was literally horrified.
How could he say that?
Everyone knows that the Bible
teaches eternal torment. Don’t
they? I can
remember the
scene well,
youth group
members
frantically
flicking through
the Bible
looking for just
a sample of the
dozens of
verses we
assumed that
we would be
able to draw on. They weren’t
there! Sure, there were one or
two that I thought would keep
this abomination at bay. I still
have them written in the cover
of my old Good News Bible,
written down as soon as I found
them, to reassure myself. But
one thing was clear to me,
namely that what I had
assumed was just obvious and
presented everywhere in the

I didn’t think much more about
any of the issues related to
conditional immortality for a few
years. I had never heard the
term before. It wasn’t until the
9
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Bible, was anything but obvious,
and only possibly suggested by a
very small handful of Bible
passages. Things were never the
same.

clear to me that complicated and
careful discussions of human
nature, life after death and
immortality are set to go on – and
on – probably until the Lord
returns. If my hope were fixed on
Things progressed from there
(from bad to worse, some would being able to perfectly answer all
say, no doubt). I thought I would those questions, then I doubt that
I would ever have hope. There is
be able to just keep quiet about
the aberrant views I held, but as always something new, some new
problem to solve,
many of you can
some new objection
testify, this was just
to grapple with. My
hopeless. I
hope is here: I know
blabbed, and I
– and am known by –
blabbed often. And
the one who has been
frankly, among the
there already. Jesus
general Christian
now holds the key of
population, the
death and the grave.
reception has been
He is the resurrection
pretty good.
and the life. My hope
Christians, for the
is not based on
most part, do
knowing how, but
respond well when
knowing who. If God
a clear biblical case
brought Jesus back
can be made for a
new perspective on issues. There from the dead as the firstfruits of
His people, then He will get us
are die-hards, naturally, but I
think the trend is an encouraging through to the other side as well.
I’m not secure because I know
one.
enough. I’m secure because I can
This is not the whole story, of
trust Him.
course. A lot of growth and
The Author:
learning has been skipped over,
Glenn Peoples will be our keynote
not just in regard to these
doctrines, but more positively to speaker at Conference this year.
my own life and Christ generally. He will speak on “Athanasius,
One thing in particular has stood Atonement and Annihilation”. As
out to me in recent years, and I’ll you will see over the page, Glenn
close on that note. It has become even looks a little like Athanasius.
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“Athanasius, Atonement and
Annihilation”
Jesus died for us. This belief is central to
much of what Christian theology is about.
But what do we mean by it? In his
Conference presentation Glenn will look at
the question through the eyes of Athanasius,
Church Father and author of the classic work
“On the Incarnation of the Word.” What this
champion of Christian orthodoxy had to say
might surprise some people. I look at what
Athanasius had to say about why Jesus had
to die, especially in connection with what, if
any, implications this has for our
understanding of the consequences of sin,
and hence our understanding of final punishment. I also touch on
how some theologians – including Athanasius – have sought to avoid
these distasteful conclusions, and how there attempts to avoid them
have been unsuccessful.
Glenn Peoples is 31 years old. He lives in Dunedin, New
Zealand, with his wife Ruth, and their four children. They
attend Grace Bible church, a member of the Presbyterian
Churches of New Zealand. Glenn has taught courses in
theological studies and in critical thinking. He holds a
Bachelor of Divinity from the Bible College of New Zealand
and a Master’s Degree in theology with distinction from
the University of Otago. He is currently
a PhD candidate in philosophy at the
same university. Glenn is a member of
the Evangelical Theological Society and
a host of international Philosophical
Societies. He is a contributor to various
international journals of theology and
philosophy and has spoken at a
number of Conferences both in New
Zealand and Overseas.
11
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Near Death
Experiences (NDEs)
years after the experience Cecil
Murphy assisted him in
publishing his amazing story
which has proved to be a best
seller.

PART ONE
Now that the crowd of
Christmas shoppers have
emptied out of the stores it was
time to venture down to our
local Christian book store to see
what we could buy with our gift
vouchers. As my family listened
to CD after CD of contemporary
Christian music I
made a break for the
books.

Piper writes that he has since
had hundreds of people in his
meetings break down in tears as
his personal story has given
such comfort to those who have
been grieving over
the loss of loved
ones. One reviewer
at the beginning of
the book writes,
‘Don tells his story,
his experience that
all Christians long to
hear.’ So profound
was its contents that
a devotional book
based upon it has
since been
published. There are
plenty of reviews of the book on
the web positively affirming it as
an ‘international phenomena’.

90 MINUTES IN
HEAVEN BY DON
PIPER
One particular book
caught my attention,
it was entitled ‘90
Minutes in Heaven’
by Don Piper and
Cecil Murphy,1
boasting 500,000
copies currently in
print. The book is about Don
Piper’s experience of death
following his horrific car
accident while leaving a
conference in 1989. While in the
clinical death state he
experienced what is known as
an NDE2 in which he “visited
heaven” for 90 minutes. Some
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As we left the Christian book
store I did so with a measure of
grief at the power of human
experience over the
propositional truths laid out in
God’s word:
12

For the living know that they
will die, but the dead know
nothing; they have no further
reward, and even the memory
of them is forgotten. Their love,
their hate and their jealousy
have long since vanished; never
again will they have a part in
anything that happens under
the sun. Ecc.9:5-6.

heavens. 7. Seeing beings of
light. 8. A review of ones life. 9.
A reluctance to return to the
body.

Following the release of
Moody’s work, a Dr. Ken Ring
decided to replicate Moody’s
studies on NDE’s in which he
not only verified Moody’s
findings but made a few of his
LIFE AFTER LIFE BY
own, which should cause
RAYMOND MOODY
evangelicals great concern! Dr.
Ring concluded that
In 1975 Dr.
people, who have this
Raymond Moody
NDE experience tend
published a book
to lose their fear of
entitled “Life after
death, appreciate life
Life” in which he
much more and are
interviewed and
often transformed by
conducted tests on
it. But, more alarming
150 subjects who
is that these near
had experienced
death experiences
clinical death, or
are not dependant
near death
upon a person’s
Dr. Raymond Moody
experiences. His
religious orientation!3 Do Ken
book became a best seller and
Rings conclusions therefore
brought NDE’s back into public
suggest that feelings of peace,
interest like never before. As a
painlessness, rising rapidly into
result of Moody’s research he
claimed nine general ingredients the heavens, seeing a tunnel of
light, etc. may be the inherent
occurred in these 150 subjects
norm in our human make up?
experience.
Recently an American pastor
1. The hearing of strange
heavenly sounds. 2. Feelings of who was pronounced dead for
about forty minutes was
peace. 3. Feelings of
interviewed on New Zealand
painlessness. 4. Out of body
experience. 5. A tunnel of light. Christian radio; he claimed to
have had no conscious
6. Rising rapidly up into the
awareness of anything in that
13
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consider how our brain, body
and the human spirit function
when a person is desperately
holding on to life in the clinical
death state. What is going on?

time until he was bought back
to life.

In October 2005 I was the
primary care giver for my dying
mother at home. On the night
One possibility is that there
my mother died, as she was
may be a surge in the process
taking her final breaths, I
entered into what I believe was of ‘life review’ where encoded
information
a death like
relating to
experience
hope surfaces
with her. My
in the
Father was
subconscious
present to
mind when
confirm that I
searching for
was in that
the will to live.
state for quite
Research
an amount of
presented in
time,
the Journal
collapsed
of the
against the
It is believed that medical
American
blinds by my
researchers are close to
Society for
mothers’ bed
inducing the first controlled
Psychical
side. I only
NDE for research purposes!
Research (77,
know that
1 15-135)
the
shows how
experience
American
was like the
deepest most unconscious sleep NDE’s differ from Hindu NDE’s.
by the way that I emerged from The Hindu subjects that were
it. I could hear my Father calling interviewed did not see their
dead relatives, nor did they view
me from a very far distance; it
was like hearing his voice down their own bodies, as Americans
do. Therefore, it is believed that
a long tunnel. When I awoke
cultural conditioning affects
my mother was dead.
Not everyone experiences the what a person experiences in
5
sensations recorded by Moody & the near death state. What is
perceived as out of body reality,
Ring!4 Therefore, we must
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may only be a projection of the brains recorded information on afterlife,
and therefore not ultimate reality!

‘God has placed eternity in our hearts yet man cannot fathom what
God has done from beginning to end.’ (Ecc. 3:11).
(Part Two follows next Issue).
Footnotes:
Don Piper & Cecil Murphy, 90 Minutes in Heaven (Revell: Grand
Rapids Michigan, 2004).
1

2

NDE= Near Death Experience.

3

http://www.near.death.com/evidence.html#a1

4

In the late ninety’s British scientist Dr. Sam Parnia from the University
of South Hampton interviewed 63 heart attack patients deemed
clinically dead within a week after their NDE experience. His results are
as follows; 56 had no recollection of the death experience, 7 claimed
having memories and of those seven only 4 were classed as having a
genuine NDE. http://www.near-death.com/evidence.html#a8
5
http://www.near-death.com/hindu.html.
The Author
Armand is a member of Manukau central Baptist
church and a recent graduate from Carey Baptist
College with a degree in applied theology. He has
had a keen interest in theology since his teenage
conversion (See Issue 30) and came to the
conditionalist position about eight years into his
walk with the Lord. He is married to Suzanne and
they have two children Daniel and Emma.
In the Nov / Dec 1999 Issue of “From Death To Life”, p10, Carl
Josephson reviewed the book, “If I Should Wake
Before I Die” by H. Leon Greene, M.D. Carl quotes
Greene as saying: “brain perfusion ... seems to be
the most feasible explanation of the origin of the
NDE”. Decreased blood flow to the brain triggers
the sensations reported with NDEs. The brain,
trying to ‘make sense’ of the unusual sensory
inputs, interprets them in a way consistent with
the background of the person having the NDE.
15
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SIN, ADAM AND US
By Edward Fudge

did, because Levi was still in his
great-grandfather’s body, so to
speak (Heb. 7:9-10).

This is an older gracEmail, first
published 25 July 2001. It
seemed an appropriate
meditation for the Easter
season. Editor.

When Adam sinned, we were
all there — “in Adam.” What he
did, the human race
***
did — and we all bear
A studious brother
the consequences of
asked Edward, “Are
what we did through
you saying that we
his representation.
inherit the sin of
That is precisely what
Adam? Romans 5:12
Paul tells us in
says very clearly that
Romans 5:12 — we
death comes to all
“all sinned” in our
‘because all sinned.’”
representative
forefather Adam. Paul
***
explains this more
Edward replied:
fully in the very next
“I probably would
sentences. Since God
not want to talk
does not impute sin
about “inheriting” sin
where there is no law,
because that sounds
the Apostle reasons,
too much like ancient notions of why did people die who lived
sin transmitted by sexual union
after Adam but before Moses?
of the parents. It is not that
The answer is, Because they
Adam’s sin was passed on to us, sinned in Adam! That is the
but that in Adam we also sinned point of verses 13-14.
and fell. That is not the usual
Yes, we have it on apostolic
way we moderns normally think
authority that “through the one
about matters, but it is a
man’s disobedience, the many
common biblical way. The
author of Hebrews, for example, were made sinners” (Rom.
can talk about Levi paying tithes 5:19). And we all prove that by
sinning for ourselves, as soon as
to Melchizedec when Abraham
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we learn how. Little dogs bark
because they are puppies —
they do not become puppies
because they bark. Human
beings do not become sinners
when they individually sin. We
sin because, in Adam, we are
already fallen sinners. And,
since the wages of sin is death,
Paul does not hesitate to say
that “through one transgression,
there resulted condemnation to
all men” (Rom 5:18).
That is the “bad news.” The
“good news” is that through the
representative work of the
Second Adam, Jesus Christ, God
has forgiven our sin, broken its
bondage, declared us righteous
and given us life. “Through the
obedience of the One, the many
will be made righteous” (Rom.
5:19). No wonder Paul can
exclaim, “where sin abounded,
grace abounded all the more.”
Jesus Christ, acting in our stead
and in our place, did everything
that was necessary to fully set
sinners right with the holy God
— long before we ever heard

about it, and almost 2,000 years
before we were even born. In
the end, no one will be lost
because of Adam’s sin. Those
who miss eternal life will lose it
because they rejected God
themselves.”
The above article originally
appeared as part of Edward’s daily
(Monday to Friday) ministry of
“gracEmail” and is used with
Edward’s generous permission. You
may visit Edward’s website at
www.edwardfudge.com to sign up
to receive “gracEmail” or to order
his book, THE FIRE THAT
CONSUMES
direct from
the publisher.
We stock
TWO VIEWS
OF HELL: A
BIBLICAL
THEOLOGICAL
DIALOGUE
also by
Edward Fudge
and Robert A.
Peterson (see the insert with this
magazine) where Fudge argues the
Conditional view and Peterson
argues the “traditional” view.

This newsletter was produced, printed and published by:
Resurrection Publishing
PO Box 75-612
Manurewa
Manukau 2243
New Zealand
Subscriptions may be sent to the above address in the amount of
NZ $15 for four issues.
17
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Resurrection Revealed

Authur E. Cundall says, “To the
Hebrew, a bodily resurrection was
1
essential.” A number of New
Testament Scriptures point to the
fact that readers of the Old
Testament could have known from
its teaching that there is a
resurrection from the dead.

believed, but did not, on the
basis of the Old Testament
2
alone.”

On the Emmaus Road Christ
accused the two believers of
lacking in faith and
understanding of the Scriptures
then available to them, which
GENERAL RESURRECTION were, of course, only the Old
Testament Scriptures. “O fools
Christ accused the Saduccees of
and slow of heart to believe all
not knowing the Scriptures
that the prophets
regarding
have spoken!
resurrection (Mat.
Ought not Christ to
22:23, 29,18); that
have suffered these
means that they
things, and to enter
should have been
into his glory?”
able to see the truth
(Luke 24:25,26).
of the resurrection in
Here the Lord
the Old Testament.
indicated that the
Otherwise, why
truth of Christ’s
would He condemn
suffering and
them for not
death, could be
knowing about the
found in the
resurrection?
Scriptures which
The Pharisees did believe in the
they already had. The fact that
resurrection, and they could only
He would enter into glory
have gained that belief from their afterwards also indicated that
study of the Old Testament
He must rise again from the
Scriptures.
dead. “Obviously Jesus found
3
Himself in the Old Testament.”
RESURRECTION OF

CHRIST
Regarding John 20:9, “For as yet
they knew not the scripture, that
he must rise from the dead”.
Ellison writes, “The comment in
v.9 means that they should have
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Regarding Luke 24:13-43,
Ellison comments: “Not merely
to the two on the road (27) but
also to the larger company in
the upper room (vv. 44-47)
Jesus went through the Old

Testament, explaining the
prophetic statements about
Himself.” “If we look at the New
Testament evidence more
closely, we shall see that its
writers are
normally more
concerned with
Old Testament
passages than
individual texts;
when these are
quoted they
often point to
their context as
4
a whole.”

Likewise in his first epistle (1
Pet. 1:11) Peter insists that the
prophets predicted the sufferings
of Christ and the glory that
should follow. Without the
resurrection there
would have been
no glory!

Paul, too, in his
teaching
emphasised that
his doctrines
came only from
the Scriptures
which the Jews
already had and
believed. For
In his sermon to
example, in
the crowds after
Thessalonica he
the Holy Spirit
spent three
first fell on the
Sabbath days
church, Peter
reasoning with
argued from the
them out of the
scriptures
Scriptures,
regarding the
“opening and
death and
alleging, that
resurrection of
Christ must needs
the Lord. A.T.
have suffered,
Pierson says,
“On the day of Pentecost, Peter and risen again from the dead.”
preached a sermon ... the entire (Acts 17:3).
basis of his argument was
Paul gave three Old Testament
simply this: that in the death
quotes in his sermon in Antioch
and resurrection of Jesus ... the of Pisidia (Acts 13:33-35), to
prophecies, read every day in
teach that Christ’s resurrection
their synagogues, were exactly had been prophesied in them.
5
fulfilled!” (Italics are Pierson’s). He said, “...God hath raised up
Jesus again; as it is also written
19
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in the second psalm, “Thou art
my Son, this day have I begotten
thee. And as concerning that he
raised him up from the dead, now
no more to return to corruption,
he said on this wise, I will give
you the sure mercies of David.”
(A quote from Isaiah 55:3.) He
continued, “Wherefore he saith
also in another psalm, Thou shalt
not suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.” (Quoted from Psalm
16:10.).
In his defence before King
Agrippa, Paul said that he was
teaching nothing which had not
already been previously revealed
in Moses and the prophets, “That
Christ should suffer, and that He
should be the first to rise from
the dead.” (Acts 26:22, 23).
No wonder then, with this firm
understanding of the Old
Testament scriptures, that Paul
stated in 1 Cor 15:4 that it was
“according to the Scriptures” that
Christ died, was buried, and rose
again the third day. James Philip
comments: “The resurrection of
Jesus was not a hastily concocted
fiction stuck on to the story by
the disciples to give it a happy
ending, but something integral to
the strategy of God and foretold
by the very Scriptures that
6
prophesied His death.” Though
we now have the clear teaching
of the New Testament, it is
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obvious that a correct
interpretation of Old Testament
Scriptures could have revealed
the truth of resurrection to the
believers. It is our intention to
research what the Old
Testament indicates about the
resurrection of Christ and of
believers, and then go on to
study the confirming promises
and facts about resurrection
recorded in the New Testament.
Under each section, the
resurrection of believers and the
resurrection of Christ are dealt
with separately.
(To be continued next issue)

Beryl Ching

Footnotes:
1. A.E. Cundall, Bible Characters
and Doctrines. Scripture Union. Vol.
2, Study 3.
2. H. L. Ellison, BA, BD. Bible
Characters and Doctrines. Scripture
Union. Vol. 7, Study 92.
3. The New Bible Commentary. IVF.

4. H. L. Ellison, BA, BD. Bible
Characters and Doctrines.
Scripture Union. Vol. 7, Study 92.
5. A.T. Pierson, Many Infallible
Proofs, p. 188.
6. J Philip, Bible Characters and
Doctrines. Scripture Union. Vol. 8,
Study 60.

The author, Beryl Joy Ching,
spent over 40 years on the
missionfield in India. Her
Conference Address,
“Hinduism and
Conditional
Immortality” (Iss.
5, p2) reflects on
the relevance of
Conditional
Immortality truth in
a mission context.
After returning to
New Zealand to
“retire”, Beryl was
for a long time
secretary of this
Association. She
has also been doing further
study. RESURRECTION AS
REVEALED IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT AND
CONFIRMED IN THE NEW
TESTAMENT is the full title of
her Thesis presented to the
Faculty of the Freelandia
Institute Biblical Theological
College in partial fulfilment of
the requirements for the
Degree Master of Biblical
Studies.

Bits And Pieces

“Bits and Pieces” is just that.

Bits and pieces gathered from
recent (and sometimes not so
recent) books and articles that
have something to say about
life, death and eternal destinies
that may be of interest to
Conditionalist readers.
"Peter’s speech in Acts 3
contains most of the essential
elements of Christian faith. In
Acts there
are many
speeches by
various
figures. Yet
most of
them follow
the same
basic outline
and contain
the same
contents:
Jesus as the
fulfillment of
Israel’s Scriptures, the decisive
significance of his death in
salvation history, the miracle of
his resurrection and exaltation,
the need for hearers to repent,
the possibility of forgiveness of
sins, the gift of the Holy Spirit
and hope for the second coming
of Christ." (Back to Basics!
Daniel J. Harrington, America,
4/24/2006, Vol. 194 Issue 15,
p30-31).
21
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LIFE FROM DEATH

MAKING THE MOST OF
THE RESURRECTION

In The Promise of The
Resurrection (America, April 17,
2006, Vol.194, Iss. 14; pg. 5) we
read "The triumph of Jesus over
death assures us that our world will
make sense in the long run, even if
it sometimes seems to be spinning
out of control. The march of history
will not end in some cruel joke,
even if along the
way there are
tragic detours.
Our personal lives
can achieve their
full promise, even
if our actions
sometimes
contradict our
best intentions.
The final word in
our personal
pilgrimage and in
the story of the
human family will
be a word of light
and love.”

In his book, Living Easter through
the Year: Making the Most of the
Resurrection, John Pritchard says,
“If it's true [the resurrection] then
justice is non-negotiable. . . . God's
clear goal is to put the world to
rights-the Bible is shot through
with that passion. He started to do
it through the
death of Jesus
and his
resurrection
from the dead,
and he
continues to do
that through his
people as they
anticipate, and
work for, the just
world order of
God's new
kingdom. So, for
example,
believers in the
resurrection will be committed to
the ending of global debt or the
elimination of landmines or the
survival of our fragile eco-systemnot only as ends in themselves but
also as essential outworkings of
God's good agenda for his whole
creation. The resurrection puts us
on notice that accepting injustice
and the status quo simply isn't
acceptable in a world which God
intends to be "put to rights" (p 36).
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The article goes on to say, “In the
Book of Deuteronomy the people of
Israel express their faith that God's
word is uttered in an everpresent
now: "Today you hear his voice."
God's word is not only a revered
memory; it is an enduring
challenge. And for the Christian,
the passion of Jesus is a
contemporaneous experience,
22

renewed in the sacramental
remembrance of the liturgy but
also present in the scars of the
oppressed and the brutalized today,
whether in the deserts of Darfur,
the violent streets of Baghdad or
the forgotten pockets of poverty in
affluent Western cities. Whatever
you have done
to the least of
my people,
Jesus said, you
have done to
me. This sense
of the
continuing
passion of
Jesus in our
world today
roots our
Easter faith in
the actual cries
of God's
people."

it produces much fruit. This biblical
image (John 12:24) captures a law
of our human condition. The life
that is not shared is squandered;
the life that is given away is richer
for the giving. In a world too often
darkened by cruelty and violence,
we can still recognize triumphs of
the human
spirit when
men and
women risk
their own lives
to save others,
on a battlefield or in the
less dramatic
but daily
generosity
that holds
families
together and
nourishes
children.

In conclusion,
"the
resurrection of
Jesus does not
only mean that
eternal life awaits us after death;
we also believe that life can come
out of death, that death and
resurrection is a pattern that
prevails throughout our pilgrimage.
If the grain of wheat does not fall
to the ground and die, it remains
just a grain of wheat; but if it dies,

The
resurrection of
Jesus confirms
our trust that
life comes
after death and that life comes out
of death. The promise of eternal
life awaits us at the end of our
pilgrimage, and the promise of new
life is present in the daily dying of a
life lived in love. The Lord has risen
and has gone before us. We need
not fear the future.”
23
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The Death Of Jesus And The Soul
In respect of his great sacrifice it
is said of our Lord Jesus Christ
that “he poured out his soul unto
death.” (Isa. 53:12, cf.. Mat.
26:38). So too, his resurrection
was given as the fulfilment of the
promise “… you will not abandon
my soul to the grave …” (Acts
2:27). If the soul of Jesus died
and went to the grave, where
Jesus’ soul - that
is, Jesus himself remained until his
resurrection, then
the soul of Jesus
was not
immortal. If the
soul of Jesus, the
sinless second
Adam, was not
immortal how can
it be that any of
the first Adam’s
sinful kin should
have an immortal
soul?

JESUS’ SPIRIT RETURNS
TO GOD
At death Jesus commended his
spirit into his Father’s keeping.
But this means only that “he
breathed his last” (Luke 23:46).

Jesus’ spirit apart from his body
was not himself. Neither is the
spirit or “breath of life” apart from
the body “the person” in the case
of any other human being.

THE BURIAL
OF JESUS
In all of
Scripture, what
goes to the dust
is not only the
body but the
whole person.
Consequently,
Scripture speaks
of burial as the
burial of
persons, not of
the body, as a
tenement from
which the real
person has escaped alive.
Abraham himself was buried
(Gen. 25:8,10), not just his body.
David was buried (1Kgs. 2:10), as
was Stephen (Acts 8:2).
Jesus himself was placed in the
tomb (John 19:42) not just his
body. It was the Lord Mary
thought they had taken (John
20:2) not just his mortal remains!

The risen Christ in speaking to
Mary Magdalene says, “Do not
hold on to me for I have not yet
returned to the Father” (John
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20:17). As such the committal of
his spirit to the Father cannot be
the return of his person to his
Father’s side.

24

WHERE DID JESUS GO?
Jesus himself taught that the
Son of Man would be “three
days and three nights in the
heart of the earth” (Matthew
12:40). Many have wrongly
taken this to mean that Jesus
descended to “hell” after his
death (See Twisted Scripture,
p4). Nothing could be further
from the truth.
Scripture speaks of
death as a state
where there is no
remembering (Psa.
6:5); nor praising
(Psa. 6:5, 115:17,
Isa. 38:18); nor
thinking (Psa. 146:4,
Ecc. 9:4); nor hoping
(Ecc. 9:4, Isa.
38:18). There is only
silence (Psa.
115:17).
Of the death state,
Scripture speaks
clearly of a period of
unconsciousness awaiting the
resurrection. In fact, Scripture
speaks most often of death as a
“sleep” and of the dead as
“sleeping” (e.g. Dan. 12:1-2,
1Thess. 4:13-18). Moses slept
with his fathers (Deut. 31:16);
David (1Kgs 2:10) and Solomon
both slept with their fathers
(1Kgs 11:43). To die is to sleep.

It is significant that Scripture
speaks of good and bad alike as
“sleeping”. Wicked Jeroboam
slept with his fathers (1Kgs
14:20), as did evil Ahab (1Kgs
22:40). If it were true, as is
commonly put forth, that the
wicked go into an eternity of
pain and suffering as soon as
they depart this life, we should
not expect the Bible to describe
them as “at rest”.
Nowhere is it
explicitly said that
Jesus slept. Faithful
Job, however,
expected to “sleep in
the dust” (7:21).
Jesus described his
friend Lazarus as
having “fallen asleep”
(John 11:11).
Stephen, having
given up his life for
Christ “fell asleep”
(Acts 7:60) and was
buried (Acts 8:2). If Scripture is
allowed to speak for itself Jesus
spent “three days and three
nights” sleeping in the grave.

HIS RESURRECTION
AND OURS
It was beside the tomb of his
good friend Lazarus that Jesus
said, "I am the resurrection and
the life. Whoever believes in me
25
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WHY DID JESUS DIE?

even though they die will live
(in the resurrection) and
everyone who lives (until
Christ's Second Coming) and
believes in me will never die"
(John 11:25).

When Adam and Eve first
disobeyed God, sin entered
human experience (Gen. 3;
Rom. 5:12). The "wages of sin"
is death (Rom. 6:23), ultimately
the "second death" in the lake
of fire (Rev. 21:8). Every
human being sins (Rom. 3:23),

Jesus knew from the
Scriptures that death is not the
ultimate end. There is hope.
Just as there is
a “falling
asleep”, so
there is also a
“waking up”.
Isaiah says,
“But your dead
will live; their
bodies will rise.
You who dwell
in the dust,
wake up and
shout for joy.”
(Isa. 26:19).
Daniel too
makes this
point (Dan. 12:2). Indeed
Scripture puts forward the
resurrection not soul survival as
the only hope for life after
death.

we are all under the sentence
of death. Jesus is the lamb of
God who takes away the sin of
the world (John 1:29). He is
the only human being who has
ever died not for his own sin
but for our sins (1 Peter 2:24,
Rev. 1:5). In this respect the
death of Jesus is unique. In
every other respect, in death as
in everything else, Jesus is our
great example.

Jesus himself led the way in
this, being the “firstfruits” of
the resurrection to eternal life
(1Cor. 15). His resurrection is
the whole basis of our
resurrection hope (1Cor. 15;
1Thess. 4:13-18).

David Burge
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Creation And Anthropology

Richard Eric Gunby focuses on
the first of four interlocking
themes discussed in his
copywrited but as yet unpublished
work, The Lost Biblical
Paradigm. In his own words he
seeks, “To establish and convey
the Hebraic-holistic understanding
of man as a living soul.”
WHAT IS A HUMAN BEING?
Let’s start at the
beginning, always a
safe place to start. In
this particular case, we
start at creation.
Specifically, and most
importantly, we start
with the creation of
humanity. What is a
human being? To
answer this question
we’ll entertain several
other questions and
see where they lead.
Which of the following comes
closest to your view of human
nature? That is, what is our
anthropological make up? In
short, what are we made of?
1. Humans are composed of
three parts: body, soul, and spirit
(trichotomism).
2. Humans are composed of two
parts: body and soul, or body and
mind (dualism).

3. Humans are composed of only
one part: a physical body
(materialism, or physicalism); or
more subtlety, humans are a
composition of two elements,
dust and breath forming a
psychophysical unity during life
(monism).
4. Humans are composed of four
parts, body, soul, mind, and spirit
(four-parters).
5. Humans are
composed of five
parts, body, heart,
soul, mind, and spirit
(hmm?)
6. The questions just
don’t make much
sense to me! What are
you getting at?1
Actually, the correct
answer (Biblically
speaking) is number
three. You might find it profitable
to refer back to these assertions
as we continue.
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
Nowhere, in any shape or form,
does the Bible talk of a human
being as being or becoming any
kind of an invisible spiritual being.
You see a human being is a
“physical-body person,” a “bodybased-physical creature.” Our only
existence is “bodily-existence.”
27
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That doesn’t mean there isn’t a
spiritual dimension to our lives, or
better put, an ability to relate (as
in relating to God) spiritually.
However, it does mean we are
not spiritual beings as such, as to
our nature, or our existence. So,
the proper answer to the
question, “What is man’s nature?”
is that God made human beings
physical, earth environment,
bodily-based creatures. We exist
only as physical creatures in this
world in which
God created and
fashioned for us
to live in. It may
be hard at first for
the reader to
understand, but:

bodiless soul or bodiless (human)
spirit.
* There is no such thing as a soul
(or human spirit) separate or
separable from the body.
A human being is a holistic
creature. He or she has only one
existence: bodily existence. Apart
from bodily existence, a human
being ceases to be at all, he or
she simply ceases to exist. At
death, the human being is no
more: the dust returns to the
earth and the lifeprinciple (lifeforce) returns to
God. There is
nothing else, until
the resurrection.

This knowledge is
* Man does not
a great apologetic
have an immortal
tool. It puts the lie
soul.
to reincarnation,
* Man does not have an immortal spiritualism, the notion of
spirit.
“ghosts”, and claims of
* Man, in point of fact, does not
communication with the deceased.
have a soul, PERIOD.
It puts the lie to all of these and
* Man, in point of fact, does not
more. It does so instantly, clearly,
have a spirit, PERIOD.
and unequivocally.
Instead, the Bible emphatically
teaches:
* Man is a living soul, and that
living soul is the living body.
* Man does not have a selfseparating at death soul.
* Man does not have a selfseparating at death spirit.
* There is no such thing as a

www.afterlife.co.nz

GENESIS 2:7
Here again is that most central
verse on the question, “What is
the created nature of a human
being?”
Genesis 2:7 (English
Standard Version) then the
LORD God formed the man of dust
from the ground and breathed into
28

his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living
creature.
Genesis 2:7 (New American
Standard Bible) Then the
LORD God formed man of dust
from the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living
being.
Genesis 2:7 (New
International
Version) the
LORD God formed
the man from the
dust of the ground
and breathed into
his nostrils the
breath of life, and
the man became a
living being.
Genesis 2:7
(New King
James Version)
And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being.
Genesis 2:7 (New Living
Translation) And the LORD
God formed a man’s body from
the dust of the ground and
breathed into it the breath of
life. And the man became a
living person.

Genesis 2:7 (American
Standard Version, 1901) And
Jehovah God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became
a living soul.
Genesis 2:7 (King James
Version) And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a
living soul.
What do we see
all the above
seven translations
agreeing upon?
We see absolute
agreement on the
fact that in the
creative act of
forming the man
from the dust of
the ground and
breathing into
him the breath of life, the man
BECAME something. Note that
that which the man BECAME is
uniformly identified as singular:
The man BECAME “a”
something. Lastly, that which
man BECAME is the result of
something. It is as the result of
a creative union of dust and
breath that man becomes a
living soul. Man is a living soul.
God Himself directly fashioned,
29
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formed, made, and created man
a living soul. Thus:

possess a soul. Rather, a human
being is a living soul (which is a
living breathing body). That is the
gospel truth people, the Biblical
reality, so help me God. That is the
uniform exegetical teaching of the
Scriptures.

* The union of dust and breath
made man, a living creature.
* The union of dust and breath
made man, a living being.
* The union of dust and breath
made man, a living person.

Footnotes:
1

These questions are adapted from
Nancey Murphy, Conditional
Immortality and Cognitive Neuroscience
Update volume 16, no. 1 2001, Rev.
Sept.11, 2001 http://www.llu.edu
(Center for Christian Bioethics, March 7,
2000)

* The union of dust and breath
made man, a living soul.
A living creature is a living being
is a living person is a living soul.
CONCLUSION

Jack W. Provonsha Lectureship for the
Loma Linda University School of
Medicine Alumni Postgraduate
Convention. From: http://www.llu.edu/
llu/bioethics/update161/murphy.html

Man became a living soul. Do
you get it? Do you see the
difference between what has
often been taught or assumed,
and what the Bible actually
teaches? Strange as it may
sound, and I grant you it is
probably new to your ears, but
nowhere does the Bible teach
that God implants souls into
bodies. Nowhere does the Bible
teach that God creates on the
spot (or before hand) a “soul” to
insert into or unite with the body
of dust. Nor does the Bible teach
or imply that we get souls, as in a
supposed individual soul,
separate, though temporarily
joined with the body, from our
parents. Nowhere does the Bible
ever teach or say anything about
any “soul” literally distinct and /
or separate from the body. We do
not have souls. We do not
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Faith of Our Fathers
this clear is Freeman Barton’s,
“Heaven, Hell and Hades”
(Henceforth ... Publications,
Lenox, Mass., 1990).

“Why Don’t You Believe
The Traditional View?”
(Part One)

In discussing “Conditional
Concerning the intermediate
Immortality”, from the Bible,
state, for example, Barton says,
with Christians of all stripes I
“From the mid-second century,
have lost count of the number
at least, the intermediate state
of times I have been told, “But
that’s not the traditional view of has been a subject of
controversy. ...
the church!” Fair
[F]our main
call. However, when
alternatives have
discussing
been held by some
Conditional
almost from the
Immortality with
beginning of the
Protestants this
church (p. 30-31).
objection seems a
The four views
bit rich. “Sola
Barton refers to he
Scriptura”
calls the
(Scripture Alone) is
“Materialistic view”,
one of the
the “Traditional
fundamental
view”, “the Modern
principles of the
John Wesley
view” and the
Reformation. As John Wesley
“Unconscious view”.
stated in the 18th century,
To be honest the views of the
“The Church is to be judged by
Apostolic Fathers are not always
the Scriptures, not the
easy to determine. They did not
Scriptures by the Church.”
write specifically to address this
Nevertheless, that is not my
point. What statements they
only objection: I might as well
ask, “Why don’t you believe the do make are often interpreted in
a variety of ways depending on
traditional view of the church?”
ones own position. No two
What is today passed off by
writers are in 100% agreement
most Protestants as “the
as to who among the Fathers
traditional view” was not the
taught what. Because of this I
dominant view in the early
find it easier to think in terms of
church. One book that makes
three main alternatives:
31
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THE CONDITIONALIST
VIEW

tury) wrote of an Arabian “heresy” which maintained “that
during the present time the soul
I am among a minority today
dies and perishes with the
who call themselves
body, but that at the time of the
Conditionalists. Some of us
resurrection they will be remaintain that a human being is
a material being only and that at newed together.”
death the whole person ceases
The Conditionalist view was so
to exist. Other Conditionalists
common among Anabaptists of
believe there is an immaterial
the 16th century that Calvin felt
aspect to human beings but that compelled to write his first
this aspect is so tied to the
theological work,
material that when
Psychopannychia,
the body dies the
against it (Barton,
immaterial part
p. 31).
ceases to exist. Still
Admittedly, the
others teach the
Conditionalist view
view that at death
however has never
the soul “sleeps”
been the dominant
such that both the
view among
righteous and the
Christians, but it
wicked remain
has not been
unconscious until
uncommon.
the time of the
THE
resurrection.
Eusebius
TRADITIONAL VIEW
In each of the above cases, the
Having said that, the view
only hope for eternal life comes
which perhaps more than any
by way of resurrection when
other deserves to be labelled
Christ comes again.
the “traditional view” is not the
Barton notes that the church
father, Tatian (mid-2nd century) one common among Protestant
and later Athenagoras (late sec- Christians today.
Most of the early Fathers
maintained that the souls of the
dead were gathered to some
subterranean locality, neither
heaven nor hell, to await the
resurrection.

ond century) held Conditionalist
views. That Tertullian (late second, early third century) opposed “soul sleep” shows that
such a view was not uncommon
in his day. Eusebius (4th cen-
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This view was common in
this view was predominant in
Jewish writings of the
the post Apostolic Church and
intertestamental period. Justin
therefore might better deserve
Martyr affirmed: “The souls of
to be called the Traditional view.
the devout dwell in a better
It is the view of the Orthodox
place whereas the souls of the
(Capital-O) Church today.
unjust and evil dwell in a worse
Now, the Roman Catholic
place, and there they await the
Church, since the early Middle
judgment day.” Tertullian also
ages has held to a variation of
wrote that “every soul is
this view. They offer several
detained in safe keeping in
more options for post mortem
Hades until the day of the Lord”
accommodation
(On the Soul, LV).
including various
Hippolytus gave a
Limbos and
potted geography of
Purgatory. Only a few
Hades showing it to
saints go straight to
be a subterranean
Heaven while the
locality, distinct from
wicked go to Hell.
Heaven or Hell,
Proponents of this
wherein both the
view today have
righteous and the
abandoned all
wicked were detained
speculation as to the
until the resurrection
geography of the
and judgment.
Justin Martyr afterlife, preferring to
Many Conditionalists
think of Purgatory etc, as a
enthusiastically own as theirs
state in which souls exist after
those Fathers who say that the
death, rather than a place to
dead do not go immediately to
which they go at death.
Heaven or Hell. Often they are
THE MODERN VIEW
not in fact affirming what we
know as Conditional
A third idea was the idea that
Immortality. Rather, they affirm upon the death of the body the
the existence of a third place
soul goes immediately to the
where (they say) souls go
place of its final destiny, Heaven
consciously to await the
or Hell.
resurrection and judgment.
The Gnostics (going back at
There were differences of
least to the second century)
opinion among the Fathers, but taught that the soul ascended
33
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Answer A Question With
A Question

immediately to heaven. Justin
Martyr roundly condemned such
a view. Those who assert “that
there is no resurrection of the
dead, but their souls are taken
up to Heaven at the very
moment of their death, do not
consider them to
be real Christians”,
says he (Barton, p.
33). Irenaeus and
Tertullian likewise
condemn this
view.

The so-called “Traditional view”
is not the “earliest” of the views
that have been held in the
church; nor has it ever been
held by the majority in the
wider Church. It is a fact that
this falsely labelled
view is not even
the majority
opinion of
Christians today if
we include
Orthodox and
Roman Catholics in
our count.

A very few among
the Fathers did
teach that the
souls of the dead
go immediately to
Heaven or Hell
without going to
any intermediate
place and, at the same time,
that there would be a
resurrection at Christ’s return.

The Bible alone is
our guide in
matters of faith
and practice. But in
discussing the
Scriptures I am
often asked, “Why don’t you
believe the traditional view of
the church?”, I now say, ‘Why
don’t you believe the traditional
view of the church?” A brief
discussion of the information
outlined above is more than
enough to bring the most ardent Protestant back to his or
her roots: “Oh well, what really
matters is what the Scriptures
teach!” they say.

This view, the most common
among Protestant Christians
today, in fact, only came to
prominence at the time of the
Reformation. It was a reaction
against the Roman Catholic
view, particularly against the
doctrine of purgatory. As such it
hardly merits being called “the
Traditional view of the church.”

“On that much we agree”, say
I. “Let’s open the Bible again.”

David Burge
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Carey Park Report

better!! Throughout the week
we had a great time with them
chilling out, charging down the
river, and abseiling down the
side of the Hunua falls, among
other things!! Te Waka McLeod
was our speaker & her humble,
We have had a great summer
genuine approach to the Teens
with two Holiday camps in
& to her faith spoke a lot to
January, and many other groups those present.
coming through, using our
# Finally, about Kelly Burch &
property & being exposed to
some of the reality of our great family. NZ Immigration has not
God. The unexpected news has been in a hurry over this & so
we are still waiting for them to
been the delay of our new
Director who we were hoping to arrive from California –
hopefully mid March!! Sitting
welcome mid-January. Anyway,
back we can see that there have
more about these below:
been blessings in this delay as it
# First we had our Kids Camp— has given Kelly’s family time to
where we had 18 Leaders, 7
spend with their wider family
Helpers, 6 Managers & 75 kids!! before they leave them to come
We had a great time throughout to this side of the world. Please
with wonderful weather, heaps
pray for him & his family – that
of fun games & activities & a
they would not be too unsettled
really good bunch of kids. The
by the delay & that they would
highlight of the week was the
all settle in here quickly. Kelly &
chance to share God’s word with Ruth have three young children.
them by the leader’s testimonies
& sessions with our speaker Kim As for the months ahead, apart
from hoping to welcome the
Beale.
Burch family, we are hosting
# The following week was our
many school groups, and
Teen Camp—this is always a
looking forward to taking a
smaller camp; we had 5 leaders group of teens to the large
& 20 Teens. The beauty of this
Baptist Easter camp. May Gods’
size camp is that we get to
gospel continue to change lives
know the Teens so much
through our humble service!!
Hi there from the staff at Carey
Park & thanks for supporting us
in seeking to share God’s love &
truth with people through
camping!!! It’s great to be able
to share this with you.
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That’s it for now—again thanks it. May God continue to bless
to those who have helped us in you as you seek to know &
a variety of ways & to those
serve Him!!
who remembered to pray for
Warren Stubbs
us!!! We hope to see you out
—on behalf of all of the
here when the chance allows for
staff @ Carey Park

Annual
Conference / Dinner 2007
When?: Saturday, May 5th
(Beginning at 5:00pm)
Where?: Barrycourt Conf
erence Centre,
Conference
10-20 Gladstone Rd, Parnell.
Speaker?: Glenn Peoples (See pp8-11).
Topic?: “Atonement, Athanasius, and
Annihilation.”
Cost: $30 (waged) $20 (non-waged).
RSVP:
Cheques
PO Box 75-612,
payable to
Manurewa,
“Conditional
Immortality
Manukau 2243
Association”
By Friday April 20.
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