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Hell Houses?

Editorial—David Burge
While reading on
the internet the
other day, I
stumbled across
the concept of
“Hell Houses”. A
Hell House is
apparently the “Christian” equivalent
of a haunted house where tourists
are taken from room to room to view
various horrific scenes designed to

HELL HOUSE PUBLICITY POSTCARD.
ILLUSTRATION BY JASONFORD, HEART USA, INC.

create terror and revulsion at the
consequences of sin, including an
eternity of conscious torment in Hell.
At the end of the tour visitors are
often asked to accept salvation by
repenting of their sins and trusting
Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
It has been suggested that some hell
houses are purposely made to
resemble conventional “haunted
house” attractions and that the
customer only realizes that they have
a religious twist after they have
bought their ticket and gone part of
the way through the house.
After a little more investigation I
discovered that New Creation
Evangelism, Inc (of Clearwater FL)
sells a “Judgment House kit.”1 I kid
you not. You can purchase, ready to
use, “an 8-scene drama that makes
people aware of the reality of heaven
and hell.” It shows “them the joy of
having a relationship in heaven with
Jesus.” It also shows them hell, “the
ultimate haunted house, which is
where they will spend eternity if they
do not accept Jesus Christ as their
personal Saviour…” A Judgment
House Promo Pack and other benefits
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http://www.aoyouth.com/hellhouse/

are sent to churches who join in a
“Single Year Covenant Partnership”
for US$599.
Trying to scare young people into
“accepting Jesus” is wrong. Trying to
scare them into “accepting Jesus” by
using scenes of graphic violence
including “abortions” where fetuses
are ripped out by crazed abortion
doctors, and “rape” scenes where
women are killed (I am not even
going to give you the website where
these things were discussed), is
terribly, terribly wrong.
Suggesting that God would inflict
such a punishment as eternal
conscious torment on any of his

PHOTO: LES FRERES CORBUSIER “HELL HOUSE”

creatures – a punishment that would
make any of the atrocities depicted
above pale into insignificance – is
also terribly wrong. It should be an
offence to any right thinking
Christian. We should speak out
against such distortions of God’s
truth.
That is what this organization – The
Conditional Immortality Association
– is about. Thank you for your part in
standing with us to promote God’s
truth against the Devil’s lie. 
1

Check it out for yourself at:
http://www.judgementhouse.org
Further information on “Hell Houses”:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hell_house
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This is My Story

Chuck McClellan

For me it all started in 1954. Born
into a strong and loving Christian
family, I didn’t really know any
“unbelievers” until about the 7th
grade. By then, I “knew” the story of
salvation backwards and forwards
and had a fair number of “proof
texts” to back it all up. We were
committed to the concept of natural
immortality, but we didn’t know it,
anymore than a school of fish knows
about water.
We had been a missionary family for
a few years, so some of my childhood
friends were Navajo Indians at our
mission boarding school. I remember
hearing of a girl in the school who,
when told about the opportunity to
go to Heaven instead of Hell,
thoughtfully decided not to follow
Jesus. She reasoned that her family
didn’t know these things, and so
most of them were already in Hell.
She loved them, so she would not
want to live with a God who kept
them there. I could barely argue with
that logic, except to think that
Heaven was still a much better deal
for me, because my family would all
be there. But first we moved to

California, and I moved to the 7th
grade.
A new family moved into the house
across the street and they had a kid
about my age. His name was Conley.
We became friends right away. He
was the nicest kid in the
neighborhood, even though he went
to a strange church. Sometimes he
helped with my paper route, but
never wanted to be paid. While there
were a few kids in our neighborhood
who didn’t seem to belong in
Heaven, Conley was not one of
them. I was planning to work on
that. I really was. But my plan “went
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to Hell” when he went to hospital and never came back. He was
diagnosed with a “brain tumor” and
lived only a few weeks. I still have
that memory, of Conley’s mom
standing in pajamas in their driveway
where we used to ride our bikes. I
never spoke to her, since there was
not a word I could say. She would
wave and smile, but later I was told
the smiling was due to some “special
pills that keep her from hurting
herself.”
I kept loving God. I stayed in church,
read the Bible, and usually preferred
Christian friends. I did a few years in
Bible Colleges and studied under
some truly gifted teachers. Looking
back, there was a hint of diminished
exuberance. It didn’t seem right that
Conley should be in eternal flames
because I was too slow to warn him.
Do you suppose it is possible to love
God while not liking Him much? This
was how I felt, without admitting it,
even to myself.
What a great Savior we have! So
gracious. About ten ... maybe fifteen
years ago, I prayerfully began to allow
the possibility of what I then called
“annihilation” into my Scripture
reading. I was careful. I knew several
cults were said to teach this sort of
thing! Starting right there with John

3:16, Romans 6:23, and other
memory verses, going on into the
Psalms, before long I was underlining
stuff all through the “Good
Book”. Only now, it seemed the
“Better Book”! I started to see the
real question was not “How long does
Hell last?” but rather, “How long do
people last?”
One day, in about 2007, a brother
and I were chatting about theology.
He must have noticed it was making
me crazy, so he said, “Why don’t you
read Edward Fudge?” I ordered a
copy of The Fire
That Consumes
and was amazed
that Dr. Fudge
had done all this
incredible work
decades ago and
yet so many in
the church (and
the seminaries,
...hello!) had
ignored it. I thank God often for this
brother, and it turns out that even as
an evangelical pastor, he was on the
same journey! I feel certain he will be
increasingly compelled to preach and
write in this direction, but it is hard
for pastors to “spring” this sort of
thing on their congregations - and
especially their elders. Pray for them.
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(In my business, we generally avoid
positions that may be considered
“career-limiting”).
I think this truth is critical to our
evangelistic efforts. I am a machinist
and field engineer. Most of my
friends and co-workers need
salvation, plain and simple. Of course
this is God’s job, not mine. But it
helps if I can let the Bible speak for
itself, and not feel the need to
terrorize them into the kingdom.
There is some awesome Bible
teaching at our church, but right now
I can’t invite them there without a
disclaimer regarding some of what
they will sooner or later hear there!
Pastors, can you hear me? How do
you preach and/or counsel at the
funerals of unbelievers? Do you backpeddle just a bit and suggest that
maybe the guy got saved while in
“those fleeting moments”? Tell the
truth - if you really believe the Bible
teaches that Grandpa has just started
his fifty-million-year (and more) tour
of unimaginable anguish of body and
soul tell his friends and family! Better
tell them now, because you won’t see
them again! The traditional view
really paints us into a corner when it
comes to frank discussions with
unbelievers. Our corporate Christian
credibility is on the line here.

But there is good news! This
generation has the internet and
access to so many resources around
the world. Maybe the term “tipping
point” has been overused, but I really
think it describes the phenomenon
we are about to witness. There will
be a great move toward Conditional
Immortality. And I, for one, am
looking to New Zealand to set the
pace for the rest of us! 

Chuck McClellan lives with his wife
of 34 years, Gayle. They live in
Richland, Washington, USA. They
have two terrific grown children, and
two darling granddaughters in Idaho
(next state to the east). Chuck works
in the environmental remediation
business at a former nuclear site.
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Resurrection Revealed

Part 11—Beryl Ching

Resurrection appearances of the Lord
are recorded in the last chapters of
each gospel. In Matthew 28, the
angel who rolled away the stone sat
upon it and then informed the
women who came to the tomb that
He was risen, as He said. The
prophecies of both the Old
Testament and Christ Himself had
been fulfilled. They quickly ran to
inform the disciples of the
resurrection of their Lord. It is
important to realise that if this was a
fictional account, the writer would
never have made women to be the
first bearers of the news, because at

that time the Jewish people would
not receive a woman’s testimony in
court, saying that women’s
testimonies were worthless! On the
way back to the disciples, Jesus
Himself met the women. Jesus had
told them that He would go before
them to Galilee after He was risen
(Matt 26:32), and this was reinforced
by the message He sent through the
women in Matt 28:10, that they
should go to Galilee, where He would
meet them. He did just that, and gave
to them the instructions which have
been termed the Great Commission,
that they should go to all peoples,
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teaching them, baptizing them and
discipling them (vv. 16-20).
Mark, in chapter 16, says that the
women saw the angel, who likewise
spoke to them, but he does not
mention Jesus meeting them on the
way. Instead, he says that Jesus met
Mary Magdalene first. It then goes on
to speak of His appearance to two
disciples on the road (the details of
which we find in Luke 24), and then
of his appearance to the eleven
(Judas, having committed suicide
after betraying Jesus, is not now one
of them, of course), and how the
Lord instructed them at that time.
In Luke 24 we read of not one, but

two angels meeting the women at
the tomb. They also remind the
women of the earlier prophecies of
resurrection made by Jesus. “He is
not here, but is risen: remember how
he spake unto you when he was yet
in Galilee, Saying, The Son of Man
must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, and be crucified, and the
third day rise again.” (vv. 6,7).
Significantly, the eighth verse goes on
to say that after the women had had
this reminder from the angels, they
remembered that Jesus had spoken
in this way to them.
Luke goes on to report how Peter
went to the tomb, but doesn’t
mention John going with him. This is
done by John himself in his own
gospel, though he calls himself, as
always, “that other disciple, whom
Jesus loved” (John 20:2-8). John
records how they saw the linen
clothes lying. John MacArthur tells
us this was important, that the Greek
word for “lying” means the clothes,
which had been wrapped around his
arms, legs and torso, were
undisturbed - Jesus had lifted Himself
out of them - in His resurrection body
He could pass through clothes, and
walls. He also adds that the fact that
the head cloth was by itself, gently
folded, was a proof of Christ’s

8
the shore (John 21:4). In each case
He had to do something to identify
Himself, before they recognised Him.
To Mary, He spoke her name in a way
which made her recognise Him; to
the disciples in Emmaus the way He
broke the bread and gave thanks
revealed Who He was; to the
disciples who were fishing, it was His
manner of instructing them to cast
the net over the side of the boat,
resulting in an unusually large catch
of fish.
Luke goes on to say that at the very
time these two disciples were
describing their experience to the
group in Jerusalem (to which they
resurrection, as He had done this
had hastily returned), Jesus Himself
with His own hands, and set it
stood in the midst of them (Luke
63
aside.
24:34-36). In this report there are
Luke then goes on to give us the
two details which are significant to
details of the two disciples whom
our particular theme. The first is the
Jesus met up with on the road to
kind of body with which Jesus arose.
Emmaus. He takes twenty-three
(We have already seen that He
verses to describe this incident (Luke entered through a closed door.) Here
24:13-35), whereas Mark only gave He reassures them that He is not a
us two verses! A verse we should take spirit by saying, “Behold my hands
note of is Mark 16:12, which says,
and my feet, that it is I myself: handle
“he appeared in another form”. This me, and see: for a spirit hath not
would explain why they did not
flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”
immediately recognise Him. The
He then asked for, and received
same applies to Mary at the tomb
something to eat - they gave Him
(John 20:14), and the disciples who broiled fish and a piece of
were fishing when He appeared on
honeycomb (Luke 24:36-43).
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The second detail is that He spent
time teaching them from the law of
Moses, the prophets and the Psalms
so that they would understand that
what had been prophesied of the
Christ in those Scriptures about His
suffering, death, and that he would
“rise from the dead the third day”,
had been fulfilled (v. 44-46). Jesus
concluded, “And ye are witnesses of
these things.” (v. 48). Luke finishes his
gospel narration with the Lord’s
instruction to remain in Jerusalem
until they received power from on
high, and with the account of the
ascension (Luke 24:49-53).
The gospel of John takes not one, but
two chapters to describe the events
of the resurrection of Christ (John 20,
21). Without mentioning the other
women, he reports how Mary
Magdalene had gone to the tomb,
and had seen that the stone which
closed its mouth had been rolled
away. She must have looked inside,
because she reported to the disciples
that the body of the Lord had been
taken away. John goes on to describe
how Peter and he went to the tomb
in great haste (he uses the third
person about himself) and confirmed
her tale. He then tells an incident not
described in detail in the other
gospels, how Jesus met Mary

Magdalene in the garden. (Mark 16:9
merely says, “he appeared first to
Mary Magdalene...”). At first she did
not recognise Him. Obviously she had
not expected Him to be alive!
However, when He spoke her name,
she realised who it was, and called
Him, “Rabboni, Master”.
That same evening Jesus passed into
the room with its closed doors
behind which the disciples were
cowering, and made Himself known
to them (John 20:23). There were
only ten disciples there, as Thomas
was absent (v. 24). When the other
disciples reported to Thomas what
had occurred, he refused to believe
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unless he saw for himself, and he
said, “Except I shall see in His hands
the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and
thrust my hand into His side, I will not
believe.” Graciously, a week later the
Lord appeared to them again when
Thomas was present (v. 26). He
invited Thomas to do as he had said,
and physically ascertain the print of
the nails and the wounded side.
Thomas did not need to do so. He no
doubt fell to his knees in worship, for
he humbly said, “My Lord and my
God.” This is apparently a different
occasion to that reported in Luke
24:36, which happened on the day of

the resurrection (Luke 24:13),
whereas this was a week later (John
20:26). That means that in spite of
the words “and found the eleven
gathered together” (Luke 24:33)
Thomas could not actually have been
present on the occasion described in
Luke 24:36. One must suppose that
the phrase “the eleven” had come to
replace the phrase “the twelve” (as in
Matt. 26:14; Mark 14:17; Luke 22:47;
John 20:27, and other verses). It may
be noted that in John 20:27, Thomas
is mentioned as “one of the twelve”,
not “one of the eleven”. And in Acts
6:2, it is again “the twelve”, Matthias
having been added to the eleven to
make up the number again. (Acts
1:15-26). So it seems to be a title for
the group and did not necessarily
mean that the twelve (or the eleven,
in Luke 24:33) were all physically
present at any given time. We can
equate the Luke 24:36 appearance
with that of John 20:19, 20, when
Thomas was absent. Note the
greeting, “Peace be unto you”, cited
in both these passages. This was no
longer just an ordinary greeting, but
a promise of peace to the frightened
disciples, because He was risen from
the dead. It was not only Thomas
who was reluctant to be convinced of
the resurrection of the Lord. In his
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book, “Christ the Fullness of the
Godhead”, James Gunn points out
that all the disciples would have been
embarrassed to see Him again, after
having forsaken Him and fled in the
garden. Peter particularly would be
reluctant, for he had denied Him
three times. But the reality was that
Christ had arisen, and most of these
men were later to die martyr’s deaths
rather than deny this truth.64 John
goes on to report that there were
many other signs which Jesus did in
the presence of the disciples, which
he has not written in his book. But he
has not yet finished his report on the
appearances of the resurrected

Christ. For in chapter 21, he reports
the appearance of the Lord to the
disciples at the Sea of Galilee,
duplicating an earlier miracle of
abundance of fishes after the
disciples had spent a night fishing
without any result (Luke 5:5,6). At
this time He had a conversation with
Peter which indicated He had not
only forgiven him for his denial at His
trial, but was commissioning him for
service. 
63.

John MacArthur. Crucifixion &
Resurrection, p.124, 125.
64.

Christ the Fullness of the Godhead.

Beryl Ching,
spent over 40
years on the
mission field in
India. Returning
to New Zealand
to “retire”, Beryl
was for a long
time secretary of
the Conditional Immortality
Association. ‘Resurrection as
Revealed in the Old Testament and
Confirmed in the New testament’ is
the full title of her Thesis presented
to the Faculty of the Freelandia
Institute Biblical Theological College
in partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the Degree Master
of Biblical Studies.
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Justin Martyr:

God’s Philosopher — Part 2
David Burge
What the early church really
believed about the immortality of
the soul, “hellfire” and its relevance
to today, from the life of Justin
Martyr — An address delivered to
the CIANZ Annual Conference, May
2009.

Life and Immortality in Justin
In his expectation of life and
immortality in the age to come Justin
is consistent with a Conditionalist
view. In his First Apology, he argues
that “if men by their works show
themselves worthy of this His design,
they are deemed worthy, and so we
have received—of reigning in
company with Him, being delivered
from corruption and suffering. For as
in the beginning He created us when
we were not, so do we consider that,
in like manner, those who choose
what is pleasing to Him are, on
account of their choice, deemed
worthy of incorruption and of
fellowship with Him.”1 In saying this
Justin implies that only those who
choose what is pleasing to Him are
deemed worthy of incorruption. If

the “soul” did not exist before it was
created and is not immortal by
nature and those who do not do
what is pleasing to him are not made
immortal they must, according to
Justin, simply return to non
existence.
Later, in the same work, Justin speaks
of Christians presenting before God
“petitions for our existing again in
incorruption through faith in Him.”2
Such petitions for immortal
resurrection life through faith in Jesus
would be unnecessary were the
“souls” of all human beings immortal
by nature.
A few more examples will suffice.
Justin is adamant that “only those
who have lived near to God are made
immortal”.3 His use of the word
“made” in this context, implies that
human beings are not born immortal.
His insistence that “only” the godly
will be made immortal logically
implies that those who have not
“lived near to God” will not be
immortal. The logical implication is
that they will cease to exist.
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His name among all nations by the
apostles, there is joy afforded to
those who expect the immortality
promised by Him.”5 Does one
“expect” a “promised” immortality if
one already possesses immortality by
nature? No!
A WORK FROM 1734 BY JUSTIN MARTYR
PHOTO: KATHY DE LA TORRE
TORRE | LOS GATOS WEEKLY
WEEKLY TIMES

Still in the First Apology, Justin
argues, “But if the soldiers enrolled
by you [the Emperor], and who have
taken the military oath, prefer their
allegiance to their own life, and
parents, and country, and all kindred,
though you can offer them nothing
incorruptible, it were verily ridiculous
if we, who earnestly long for
incorruption, should not endure all
things, in order to obtain what we
desire from Him who is able to grant
it.”4 The contrast that Justin makes is
clear. The obviously question is: Why
would one long for incorruption, if
the soul was already by nature
immortal? No. Justin sees
incorruption or immortality as a gift
granted by God only to those who
live like faithful soldiers of Christ.
Lastly, Justin says that “Jesus Christ,
being crucified and dead, rose again,
and having ascended to heaven,
reigned”. He goes on to say that “by
those things which were published in

Justin and Annihilationism
(Eventually)
In the fifth chapter of his Dialogue,
Justin himself, having admitted that
the soul is not immortal, says:
“But I do not say, indeed, that all
souls die; for that were truly a piece
of good fortune to the evil. What
then? The souls of the pious remain
in a better place, while those of the
unjust and wicked are in a worse,
waiting for the time of judgment.
Thus some which have appeared
worthy of God never die; but others
are punished so long as God wills
them to exist and to be punished.”6
Justin clearly believed that at death
the soul goes to an intermediate
place to await resurrection and
judgment. Once again, we defer our
discussion of this point until later. For
now it will suffice to say that Justin
also, just as clearly, believed in the
annihilation of the wicked. He
mentions the fact that only some
worthy souls “never die”. Others, he
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says, exist only “so long as God wills
them to exist and undergo
punishment.” To put this the other
way around, Justin must mean that
after a time of punishment, when
God no longer wills the wicked to
live, they will simply cease to exist.
Justin does elsewhere suggest that
the period of conscious punishment
of the wicked is quite long, being
“not only, as Plato said, for a period
of a thousand years”7, but longer. The
wicked do however, eventually die.

poets, philosophers and mythical
heroes saying that “while we affirm
that the souls of the wicked, being
endowed with sensation even after
death, are punished, and that those
of the good being delivered from
punishment spend a blessed
existence, we shall seem to say the
same things as the poets and
philosophers.”10 Clearly, Justin is not
a Conditionalist when it comes to the
Intermediate State! He, along with
most of the Fathers of the early
Heaven and the Heretics: Justin Church, held that the souls of the

Condemns the Traditional View
We now turn to consider how Justin
understands the so-called
“intermediate state”. We have
already seen how Justin, in his
Dialogue, affirmed, that ”The souls of
the pious remain in a better place,
while those of the unjust and wicked
are in a worse, waiting for the time of
judgment”8. Elsewhere, Justin argues
that death “if it issued in insensibility,
would be a godsend to all the
wicked.” He says that “sensation
remains to all who have ever lived,
and eternal punishment is laid up (for
the wicked)”9. However he justifies
his belief that “even after death souls
are in a state of sensation” by an
appeal to various occult practitioners,

http://www.stjustinmartyr.org/Community/InfoPage.aspx
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dead were gathered to some
subterranean locality, neither heaven
nor hell, consciously to await the
resurrection. It is against this
background that we must see Justin’s
statement that the dead do not go
immediately to Heaven or Hell:
“For if you have fallen in with some
who are called Christians, but who do
not admit this (truth) (of the
resurrection), and venture to
blaspheme the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob; who say there is no
resurrection of the dead and that
their souls, when they die, are taken
to heaven; do not imagine that they
are Christians.”11
To take this statement by Justin, out
of context, as confirmation of his
thorough-going Conditionalism is
wrong. It is, however, interesting to
note that the view labelled the
“traditional view” today, the view
most common among Conservative
and Protestant Christians, is not in
fact the view held by most of the
Fathers of the Church. It is most
interesting to observe that the
modern idea that upon the death of
the body the soul goes immediately
to the place of its final destiny,
Heaven or Hell, has its closest affinity
with that view which Justin

condemns out of hand as a heresy.
Such people, Justin said, should not
even be considered to be real
Christians. Justin is probably referring
here to those Gnostics who denied
outright the idea of a bodily
resurrection. We can only guess at
what he might have made of a
theology that tries to combine the
heresy of the soul going immediately
to heaven with the notion of a bodily
resurrection. Most likely his
judgement would not have been
positive. 
1

Justin Martyr, 1 Apology, 10. See The
Doctrine of Immortality in the Early Church
by Dr. John H. Roller, an unpublished paper
based on a thesis prepared for the faculty of
Bethany Theological Seminary in partial
fulfilment of the requirements for the Doctor
of Philosophy degree, pp 32-35.
2
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology, 13. See John H.
Roller, pp. 32-35.
3
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology, 21. See John H.
Roller, pp. 32-35.
4
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology, 39. See John H.
Roller, pp. 32-35.
5
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology, 42. See John H.
Roller, pp. 32-35.
6
Justin Martyr, Dialogue, 5.
7
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology, 8.
8
Justin Martyr, Dialogue, 5.
9
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology 18. The adjective
“eternal” used in connection with this
punishment is discussed below.
10
Justin Martyr, 1 Apology 20.
11
Justin Martyr, Dialogue, 80.
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Mother Teresa, Princess Di

and the ‘King of Pop’
David Burge

Give me a break. I found an article on
the web1 where the author claims to
have received an email from a
clairvoyant who has “seen” Michael
Jackson’s heavenly memorial service,
where Liberace performed, Mother
Teresa gave the eulogy, and Princess
Diana acted as a spiritual guide. Walt
Disney was there to entertain the
guests but it was not all “visions of
wonder and merriment”. The service
ended with Jackson “looking back
and evaluating his life for the purpose
of self-study and spiritual growth.”
I remember well the weeks after
Princess Diana and Mother Teresa

died (August 31, 1997 and September
5, 1997 respectively). I was a pastor
in Wellsford, a small rural town about
an hour and a quarter north of
Auckland. Since everybody knew I
was a pastor, I lost count of the
number of people on the street who
confidently affirmed to me that “Lady
Di” and “Mother T” were now
enjoying heavenly bliss.
Among church folk the conversation
took more of an awkward turn. Given
that one is not saved by good works,
and given that Diana was known to
have consulted Spiritualists and
Mediums, could she really be saved?
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Some even went as far as to suggest
that Mother Teresa, as a Catholic, did
not believe in salvation “by faith
alone”, so it was doubtful whether
she was saved either. However, these
sincere, Bible believing Christians
were none to keen to go out and tell
the un-churched public that Diana,
Princess of Wales, and Mother Teresa
had entered into what was (according
to traditional dogma) an eternity of
everlasting conscious torment.
A similar dilemma has confronted
many Christians at the death of
Michael Jackson (June 25, 2009). He
was raised a Jehovah’s Witnesses and
flirted with Scientology and Islam. For
many this is enough to disqualify the
King of Pop from any chance of
residing with the King of Kings. But
who is willing to say that Michael
Jackson is even now suffering an
eternity of everlasting conscious
torment in hell?
The fact is the Bible does not require
us to make such judgments. We do

not need to dispatch anyone to
heaven or hell. Nor, need we be
embarrassed about the following
truths:
Humanity is Of the Dust
Contrary to those who would say that
the real you is a “spirit”, the
testimony of Scripture is clear:
Humanity was formed out of dust
(Gen 2:7, 3:19) and we are nothing
but dust (Gen 18:27). God
remembers our origin, even if we try
to forget (Psa 103:14). Humanity, like
the animals, is of the dust (Eccl 3:20).
This is as true of Lady Di, Mother
Teresa and Michael Jackson as it is of
everybody else.
Immortality Is Not Ours at Present
Every human being is mortal (Job
4:17, Rom 6:12, 8:11, 2Cor 4:11). To
be mortal is to die. Immortality is
deathlessness. Immortality is
something we may one day “put on”
but only at the resurrection, when
Jesus comes (1Cor 15:53-54, c.f.
2Cor 5:4). Meanwhile, unless Jesus
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comes first, just like Lady Di, Mother
Teresa and Michael Jackson, death
will be the fate of every one of us
(Job 14:10, Psa 89:48, 104:29, John
6:49, John 8:53, Heb 9:27).
Death is a Return to the Dust
Death is a reversal of the creation
process: a return to dust (Gen 3:19,
Psa 146:4, Job 34:15, 40:12-13). The
dead are said to “sleep in the
dust” (Job 7:21, 17:16). There, in the
dust, worms cover them (Job 21:26).
No mere mortal can circumvent this
destiny (Psa 22:29). When God takes
away our breath, we die and return
to dust (Psa 104:29). This too is just
as true of Lady Di, Mother Teresa and
Michael Jackson as it is of everybody
else.
The “Soul” Dies and is Mortal
Some say, “Mortality, death,
returning to dust – all that refers to
the body. Surely, it is the soul that is
immortal, deathless, and the soul
lives on.” But this is not the teaching
of the Scriptures. In biblical language,
the “soul” too is destined for the
grave (Job 33:22, Job 33:30, Psa 30:3,
86:13). God can deliver a soul from
death and the grave (Psa 56:13,
116:8) but aside from such divine
intervention the soul is destined to
die (Psa 78:50 Ezek 18:4,20
c.f. James 5:20). Even Christ’s soul

died (Isa 53:12, Mark 14:34, Matt
26:38), though not for his own sin.
How much more certain is it that our
“souls” will die?
Death is Unconscious Sleep

In the Bible, death is described as a
“sleep” (John 11:11, 14, 1Thess 4:1317). Whether we are speaking of
righteous David (1Kings 2:10, Acts
13:36), Solomon (1 Kings 11:43), or
Stephen (Acts 7:60) or even of the
wicked Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:20), all
are described as “sleeping” in death.
In the “sleep of death” (Psa 13:3)
there is no remembrance or worship
of God (Psa 6:5, 30:9, 88:10-12, Isa
38:18). The dead know nothing (Eccl
9:5). There is no working, planning,
knowledge, or wisdom, in the grave
(Eccl 9:10) where Lady Di, Mother
Teresa and Michael Jackson have
gone. There is no heavenly memorial
service – with or without Walt Disney
in attendance.
The Dead Will be Raised
Jesus himself taught that the dead
would be raised (John 5:28-29), but
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in so saying he was only saying what
the prophets had already said (Isa
25:8 c.f. 26:19, Dan 12:2, Hos 13:14).
Paul followed Jesus in putting forward
the resurrection as our only hope
(Acts 24:15, 26:8, 1Cor 15:21-22).
Immortality, Eternal Life is
Conditional
The Bible confronts us with a clear
choice: Life or death (Deut 30:19,
Prov 19:16, Ezek 18:23, 26-27). The
wicked will perish while the believer
will inherit eternal life (John 3:16).
The “wages of sin is death” while
“the gift of God is eternal life” but
this gift must be received “through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 6:23).
That is why we say immortality or
eternal life is conditional. It comes
only through believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ!
His Reward is With Him
The Bible tells us that when God
comes to judge the world, by his
agent Jesus Christ, he will bring his
reward with him. So says the prophet
Isaiah (Isa 40:10, 62:11, 12). Only at
the sounding of the seventh trumpet
will the saints receive their reward,
according to John in his Revelation
(Rev 11:15, 18). Christ himself, at the
very end of the Revelation, says
“Behold, I am coming soon! My
reward is with me, and I will give to

everyone according to what he has
done.” (Rev 22:12).
No one will enter into their eternal
reward until Jesus comes. We are
told to “judge nothing before the
appointed time; wait till the Lord
comes. He will bring to light what is
hidden in darkness and will expose
the motives of men's hearts. At that
time each will receive his praise from
God.” (1Cor 4:5). We should not
presume to judge either Lady Dianna,
Mother Teresa, Michael Jackson or
anybody else.
Jesus will do that when he comes! 
1
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1.

We believe in God and His one and only Son, Jesus the
Christ. Heb. 11:6; John 14:1; 3:16; 20:31; Mat. 16:16.
2. We believe in the Holy Spirit. 2Pet. 1:21; 1Cor. 6:19;
Jude 20; Eph. 3:5.
3. We believe that Jesus died for us and gave himself a
ransom for all. Rom. 5:8; 1Cor. 15:3; 1Tim. 2:6.
4. We believe that God raised Jesus from the dead; that
by resurrection He became Lord of both the dead and
the living, and the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep; and that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish but have eternal life. Rom. 10:9; 14:9; 1Cor.
15:20; John 3:16.
5. We believe that baptism is commanded by Christ, was
practiced by His Apostles, and is taught in the New
Testament. Mat. 28:18,19; Acts 8:12,38.
6. We believe that all Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, so that the people of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2Tim.
3:16,17.
7. We believe that human beings are by nature mortal.
Gen. 2:7; 3:19; 1Tim. 6:16; 2Tim. 1:10; Rom. 2:6-7.
8. We believe that human beings in death are
unconscious. Psa. 6:5; 115:17; Ecc. 9:5,10. This is
likened to "sleep". Job 14:12; Psa. 13:3; Jer. 51:39;
Dan. 12:2; John 11:11-14; 1Cor. 15:51.
9. We believe that immortality is obtained only through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 1Cor. 15:21-23; 2Tim. 4:7
-8; 1John 5:9-12.
10. We believe that there will be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the wicked, to be followed by the
Judgment. Acts 24:15; John 5:25,28,29; Rev. 20:12,13.
11. We believe that evil and evil-doers shall be finally
destroyed. Psa. 145:20; Mat. 10:28 Rom. 6:21; Phil.
3:19; Heb. 2:14; 1John 3:8; Rev. 22:3.
12. We believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Acts
1:11; John 14:3; 1Thes. 4:16.

